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Ten' aſymbolum venire, undtum atque lautum 4 bal- 
nets 

Otiſum ab animo / cum ille et cura et ſumptu abſu- 
mitur 

Dum tibi fit, quod placeat ; ille ringitur, tu rideas ; 

Prior bibas, prior decumbas ; dubia caana apponitur. 


Hæc, cum rationem ineas, quam ſint ſuavia, et quam 


cara ſiut, 
Ea gui præbet, non tu hunc babeas plane præſentem 
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TE 


ARAS8SIT 


CHAP. I. 


The Reader is, for the firſt. Time, introduced into the 
Company of ſome regular-bred Paraſites. Their 
Portraits in Miniature attempted. A ſhort Com- 


ment upon Female Frailty. 
\ \ Fillet upon pretty good Terms; that is 
to ſay, that he had taken a ready-furniſh- 

ed Lodging for her in a decent Part of the Town, 
and allowed her a Couple of Guineas a Week for 
her Maintenance; and thereby in ſome meaſure reſ- 
cued her from the rapacious Jaws of DeſtruQion. 
We may alſo ſuppoſe it was neceſſary to keep this 
Step a perfect Secret to Lady D „ who, though 
extremely benevolent herſelf, was not deſitous that 
her Friend and Phyſician ſhould be overburthened 
with this Virtue, particularly towards her own Sex. 


Not- 


E now ſuppoſe the Doctor and Mrs. 
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Notwithſtanding the Neceſſity there was of taking 
many Precautions, and performing many Extra- 
operations, he found Means to elude any Diſcovery 
her Ladyſhip might make, by his want of Atten- 
tion to her Health and Conſtitution. Yet he fre- 
quently dined with Mrs. Fillet, and almoſt conſtant- 
ly ſupped with her: In his Abſence he had fortunate- 
ly provided her with a Set of Bons-vivans, who 
prevented her falling into any State of Melancholy, 
or being troubled with a Dejection of Spirits. A- 
mongſt the Foremoſt of theſe was Jack Rovcall, 
who piqued himſelf upon being a d——4 hone/t 
Fellow. Jact had run through Ten thouſand 
Pounds, and a good Share of Health, in Purſuit 
of Jollity.—He had facrificed his Fortune and Con- 
ſtitution to Mirth and Frolic, and he now found a 
State of Mendicity the Goal of the Career of his 
Happineſs. Fack had a greater Collection of double- 
entendre Toaſts, and ſung more humorous Songs, 
than any Choice Spirit about the Garden: He drew 
a long Cork with a peculiar Grace, and pronouncd 
upon the Goodneſs of the Claret with uncommon 
Emphaſis. Theſe were doubtleſs ſufficient Recom- 
mendations for him to a good Dinner, and he did 
not fail to plead his Privilege upon every favoura- 
ble. Occaſion. 

Mr. Skinflint was a Man of a very different 
Turn. He was poſſeſſed of an Annuity of One 
hundred Pounds a Year, out of which he ſaved 
Fifty, yet always appeared genteelly dreſſed, and 
eat and drank well at other Men's Expence. Mr. 
Skinflint had the Art of inſinuating himſelf into the 
Women's good Graces, by applauding their Wit, 
and admiring their Perſons, yet in ſuch a Manner 
as never to create any Jealouſy on the Side of their 
real Admirers. He had always ſome little Story to 


tell, which he made pertinent to the RY 
that 
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that occurred, and generally concluded it with an 
indirect Compliment to the Female Part of the 
Company. By theſe Means he paſſed for a very 
well-bred Man amongſt all the Women in genteel 
Keeping; and as his Manners and Converſation 
Aattered their Vanity, ſo it tickled his Palate at a 
(mall Price, having by this Means ſecured himſelf 
a Cover at almoſt every kept Table in the Purlieus 
of Covent-Garden and St. Fames's. Thus did Mr. 
Skinflint paſs an eaſy, luxurious, indolent Life, ſave 
Fifty Pounds a Year, with the Approbation and 
Eſteem of the Majority of the fine Women of this 
Metropolis, and that ſatisfactory Reflexion that he 
was a Gentleman of a competent Fortune. This is a 
Reflexion that few, who are not in the Capacit 
of making, either know its Value, or are able FA 
reliſh the conſolatory Savour it exhales. How ſa- 
lubrious to think a Man can ſtrut at large, wear his 
laced Coat and his Sword, give himſelf Airs, and 
do notbing | —How much ſuperior 1s this rational 
ſelf-impartant Being to a Plebeian, who, though 
he may have amaſſed ſome Thouſands by honeſt 
Induſtry, cannot blazon a Coat of Arms, or call 
himſelf a GENTLEMAN ! 

Mr. $tarza ſeldom miſſed a Day of paying his 
Compliments to Mrs. Fil/zt; and he almoſt as fre- 
quently preſented her with a Copy of Verſes, an 
Ode, or an Acroſtic, which either played upon her 
Name, or chimed upon her Virtues. Mr. Stanza 
was doubtleſs a great Poet, it the Quantity and not 
the Quality of his Productions were to a'certain the 
Standard of his Merit: Though we would not ſup- 
poſe him under any lunar Influence, it is certain 
he ſhone with more than commonB rilliancy once a 
Month ; and if you could not trace him by Initials 
tagged to an Enigma in the Univerſal, you might 
be certain of finding him in a Verſion in the Chri/- 


tian's 


- 
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tian's, or a Rebus in the Royal, Mr. Stanza is ne- 
vertheleſs reported to have uttered a good Thing 
not knowing it to be ſtolen, which it muſt be ac- 
knowledged was a Crime he was often guilty of, 
As he was going to correct a Proof at his Printer's, 
he unluckily run foul of his Taylor in Pater-nefter- 
Row, who reminded kim of a ſmall Bill which 
remained unpaid, © Why (ſaid Stanza) call upon 
me To-morrow Morning, and I will give you a 
„ Draught of Helicon upon the Bank of Parnaſſus.” 
have no Objectien to it (replied the Taylor) if r. 
Helicon is a good Man and a Houſekeeper. 

Mr. Hazard was undoubtedly a Gentleman and a 
Man of Spirit : He had killed his Man, and thrown 
for a Thouſand ; but he had had a Run of ill Luck 
for ſome Time. Neither a Dupe nor a Duel had 
fallen to his Share for many Months ; ſo that he 
lived upon Honour and Fortune in the PerſpeCtive, 
which he would however have found but very ſlen— 
der Diet, if Mrs. Fillet, and ſome other Ladies of 
the ſame Stamp, who had formerly ſhared his Be- 
neficence, had not turned a grateful Eye towards 
his preſent Neceſſities. But Mr. Hazard was far 
trom being an agreeable Aſſociate for the Doctor, 
as he had an utter Averſion to Gameſters, and look- 
ed upon that Sort of Honour, for which he declared 
himfelf fo great a Champion, as little better than the 
Maſk of Villany. For this Reaſon Mr. Hazard 
found it prudent to pay his Viſits to Mrs. Fillet at 
ſuch Times as he thought Mr, Swallow's Abſence 
would render them the more pleaſant to her and 
. himlelt. 

The Reader will be ſurprized to find the dough- 
ty, lofty, ſmeering, ſarcaſtic, honourable Captain 
M.c Campbell among the Number of the Doctor's 
preſent Gueſts ; efpecially when he conſiders what 


a C:olneſs ſucceeded the Heat in Hyde-Park, and 
that 
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that Dick's menacing Penury had dried up all the 
Rivulets of their ſuppoſed Friendſhip. Yet the 
Captain did not think it any Diſparagement to 
wait upon Mrs. Fillet about Three o'Clock, praiſe 
her Cookery, and admire her Paſtry. | 

Mrs. Fillet, and theſe Five Boarders, Dick may 
literally be ſaid to have had in Keeping, as they 
ſcarce ever miſſed a Day of doing him the Ho- 
nour of their Company. Our Hero was not at 
this Period ſo thorough-paced a Paraſite as to know 
that the many Encomiums that were paſſed upon 
himſelf and Mrs. Fillet were in fad only ſo many 
Recommendations of the different Regales they 
met with, and that all Subject of Eulogium would 
have been removed if the Repaſt had been want- 
ing. 
We have ſufficiently characterized Mrs, Fillet to 
point out that ſhe muſt have been a weak Wo- 
man, from her firit Cendeſcenfion to Dick—the lit- 
tle Pains ſhe took in attempting a Reconciliation 
with her Huſband by Means of her Father—the 
Facility with which Mrs. G——y and the Uphol- 
ſterer impoſed upon her.—All theſe are ſo many 
Lineaments of her want of Diſcernment and Judg- 
ment. No wonder then that ſhe ſhould fali a Prey 
to the Artifices and Inſinuations of Five regular-bred 
Toad-eaters and Syc:phants, inſenſible of Reproach 
and callous to Relentment. No, Mrs. Fillet was 
thoroughly perſuaded of their Pretenſions to Gentili- 
ty 2nd Honour; and was therefore deeply pene- 
traied with the Favours they daily conferred upon 
her, by the Indulgence of their Company. 


CHAP. 
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Very ſerious Reflexions indeed /—being the Cy ap. 


TER OF MORTALITY AND WILLS, very proper 
to be read by all People who think they are to die, 
and have any Thing to leave; and by all Lawyers 
who would chuſe to be employed in the Conveyance. 


HAT a terrible Reflexion it is to People 
poſſeſſed of a fine Fortune and a good 

State of Health to think, that in Deſpite of their 
Wealth, in Deſpite of their preſent Vigour, they 
are ſtill mortal ;—that neither Gold can bribe nor 
Youth retard the cutting of the fatal Thread! 
The Parcæ are to be ſure moſt inexorable Jades! 
—and if it were not for Fear of irritating them 
too much and too ſoon againſt me, I would cer- 
tainly indiẽt them, for many a horrid, barba- 
rous, cruel and inhuman Murder that they have 
committed within the Bills of Mortality—to 


go no farther.” 
This Reflexion ſtruck Dick at a Time that he 


was no-way prepared for it—at a Time that he 
thought he had learned how to live, and, what is 
much more, procured the Means of doing it—at a 
Time he imagined he had baffled all the Wiles of 
the blind Goddeſs, and that he really had triumph- 
ed over Fortune: —But here comes the Sequel, 
Whether the Preparations the DoQor adminiſtered 
t) Lady D— were proper for her Conſtitution, 
whether he gave them in ſufficient or too great 
Quantities, or whether they were too potent or 
not ſufficiently powerful ; theſe Points the DoCtor 
alone can determine, as it was a Secret he acquaint- 
ed nobody with. This much is certain, that ſhe 
never complained of any bad Effect ariſing from 


them; 
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them; always took them chearfully, and ſeemed to 
conſider them as pleaſant and refreſhing Draughts. 
The DoQtor's Arcanum being thus reſcued trom 
any Imputations, it remains now only to obſerve, 
that notwithſtanding its Efficacy and conſtant Ap- 
plication, ſhe was ſuddenly taken ill on the 2gth 
Day of December A. D. 1759, and departed this 
Life the-2d Day of January A. D. 1760. 

This unexpected Stroke, this ſeeming Reverſe 
of Fortune, was what threw our Hero into a me- 
lancholy Mood, and made him caſt out ſome Re- 
flex ions not altogether to the Praiſe of the Three 
worthy Siſters, He ſaw an End to all his golden 
Dreams ; no Bank-Note-Fees were now to be ex- 
peed--Pharmacy and the Counter ſtared him in 
the Face, 

In the firſt violent Apitations of his Grief, for 
the Loſs of Lady Down—'s Purſe, he had ablo- 
lutely forgot to enquire concerning her Will, 
though he had repeatedly heard her declare ſhe 
ſhould make one in his Favour. However having 
dried his Eyes, put his white Handkerchief thus 
bedewed in his Pocket, and called together the 
Servants of the Houle, they found themſelves, by 
the Help of a ſmall Cordial, in a Capacity of 
going in Puſuit of her Teſtament. X 

Her Lawyer, who was ſent for, being arrived, 
opened the Will; and having acquainted them that 
the Firſt Part he ſhould paſs over, as it was Mat- 
ter of Form, he read as follows : 


Tiem, ** T bequeath unto the Reverend Father 
* Peter Skinner, my holy Confeſſor, a Legacy of 
* Twenty Pounds a Year, ariſing ſrom my ſaid 
«* Eſtate in Hampſhire, for the manifeſt Services 
* he has already done my Soul; over and above 
„Five Guineas a Year, to be paid him for 

Vor. I. G « Fifty 
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4% Fifty Years, for praying One Day annually 
% my aforeſaid Soul out of Purgatory. 

llem, I bequeath unto Roger Drivewell, my 
e Body Coachman, the Sum of Three hundred 
* Pounds, for his dutiful and attentive Services, 
« and in order to enable him to marry and ſettle 
« in the World, agreeable to his Merits.” 


„ Theſe (ſaid the Lawyer) are all the Bequeſts 
& that ſhe has made by this Will.” „Indeed! 
„ (ſaid Dick) and is there no Codicil to it? “ None 
6 at all,” replied the Lawyer. Why then (ſaid 
«© he) I am pretty certain there muſt be another of 
% a ſubſequent Date.” And propoſing a ſecond 
Search, Mr. Skinner flew into a violent Paſſion, de- 
claring that ſhe never took any Step of ſo much 
Conſequence without conſulting him. Dic4 till 
perſiſted in his Reſolution of examining, which the 
Coachman by this time as ſtrenuouſly oppoſed as 
the Father Confeſſor; and they certainly would 
have carried their Point and this Will to be regiſ— 
tered at the Commons, if the Lawyer had not de- 


_ clared, that he did now recollect ſhe had made a 


ſubſequent Will, which they preſently found, where- 
in Dick had a Bequeſt of 1500 J. leaving her Soul 
to work its own Way out of Purgatory, and paſſing 
over in Silence all Roger Drivewell”s dutiful and at- 
zentive Services. Upon this Diſcovery Father Skin- 
ner was more irritated than ever, ſaying, at one 


Time, he was ſure ſhe was damned beyond 


any Poſſibility of ſaving, and at others inſinuating 


that he believed the laſt Will to be a Forgery. 


Notwithſtanding theſe Inſinuations, Law and Phy- 
fic for once got the better of Religion, and Lady 
Ds real laſt Will and Teſtament was accord- 


ingly executed, 


In 
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In ſearching for this valuable Teſtament, they 
met with the Copy of one which had been made 
by Lady D——'s Father; an Extract of which we 
ſhall ſubjoin to this Chapter of Wills and Mortali- 
ty without any farther Apology. | | 


Item, ** T bequeath the Twenty thouſand Pounds, 
« which I expect from the Parliament for the Diſ- 
© covery of the Longitude, to my well-beloved 
« Siſter Fane, and the Heirs of her Body lawfully 
« begotten ; together with all Aggregate Intereſt 
« thereon, from the Time of its Diſcovery.” 

Item, I bequeath all the Produce of the Phi- 
© loſopher's Stone (which I am on the Point of 
& finding out) after the Payment of the National 
“ Debt, to my well-beloved Son Richard, and the 
« Heirs of his Body lawfully begotten. | 

Item,“ I bequeath all the Lands whereto I am to 
* lay Claim in North America (which are not yet 
* diſcovered) to my well- beloved Brother Dantel ; 
« together with all Quit-Rents, Sc. c. @c.— 
* At the ſame Time reſerving all ſuch Gold Mines 
eas may be thereupon diſcovered, as Part of the 
* Philoſopher*s Stone, to my ſaid Brother Richard. 

ltem, I bequeath all my Works in Folio upon 
* the Occult Sciences to my well-beloved Daugh- 
eiter Elizabeth Lady D „ and the Heirs of 
eher Body lawfully begotten. 

[tem, ** | bequeath all my Lands in nubibus, to- 
* gether with the great Chain of Mountains I 
have juſt diſcovered in the Moon, as a Teſtimo- 
ny of my ſincere Attachment and Regard, to 
* my worthy Friend Doctor Fohn 17 „that 
learned and elaborate Aſtronomer. 


Perhaps the Reader may call in queſtion the Au— 
thenticity of this laſt Will; but though we might 
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refer him to the Commons for Conviction, we ſhall 
not put him to that Trouble or Expence ; It will 
be only neceſſary to aſk him which he thinks the 
moſt ridiculous of theſe two Teſtaments, the firſt 
or the latter? And if he is not a bigotted Mem- 
ber of the Church of Rome, I apprehend he will 
readily anſwer the firſt. Yet I believe no Man, 
who is acquainted with the Doctrines and Rites of 
that Church, will pretend to deny that many Be- 
queſts are daily made for the praying of Souls out 


of Purgatory in à limited Time. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 
Som- . e the Editor's ſacrificing his Intereſt 


to bis Conſcience. The Narration regularly con- 
tinued, and as regularly produces a very uncom- 


mon Conflict A moſt ſerious IſJue. 


Mus rT acknowledge I think we have made 
Dick a Man of Fortune rather too ſoon, con- 
ſidering we have ſcarce carried him through a Vo- 
lume, and that he has not yet appeared in the 
Character which he bears. It certainly would 
have been more politic in me to have kept him in 
a State of Indigence as long as I could, that I 
might have made a Cat's Paw of him at Will: For 
how can a Man in Affluence be ridiculous ? How 
can a Man of Fortune be entertaining ? Poverty 
alone can make him a riſible Objet—lIndigence 
alone holds him up to general Satire. But having 
conſidered the Caſe philoſophically, caſuiſtically, 
and biographically, I conceived that it might be an 
erroneous Opinion; and though ſanctified by Cul- 
toin, be nevertheleſs ill grounded, to imagine that 
the Misfortunes of Mankind were the only Sources 
of Pleaſantry ; and I could quote a ſufficient Num- 
ber of philoſophical Authorities to ſupport my Ar- 
gument, if I might not thereby deſtroy the very 
End I propoſe ; namely, To make Dick ſtill an 
agreeable Companion, though he is no longer obliged to 
fiay at Hide-and-Seek with Bailiffs, run a Tick for 
a Dinner, or Reiber 1 bis Breeches, to prevent the 
Viſibility of bis Nakedneſs, 

As a Caſuiſt I could not reconcile to myſelf con- 
ſiſtently, either the advancing of Falſities, know- 
ing them to be ſuch, or the endeavouring at en- 
riching myſelf by rendering another Man poor; 
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and laſtly, as a Biographer I was under the Ne- 
celiity of relating Facts and Events really as they 
occurred, otherwiſe I became accountable to my 
Readers on the Score of good Faith and Veracity, 
Theſe, and a Thouſand other as cogent Reaſons, 
induced me to proceed in a regular Manner. in trac- 
ing our Hero through his various Viciſſitudes, till 
ſuch Time as we have placed him—— — 
But to avoid Anticipation, which is the moſt 
diſagreeable Thing in the World to a Reader of 
Taſte, we muſt not antedate in this Place any 
Event, but let it ſucceed in chronological Order— 
So that we juſt now find him ſet down at Mrs, 
Fillet's to Dinner, with all his worthy Gueſts about 
him, Mr. Hazard not excepted. 

Though our Hero was dreſſed in a woſul Suit of 
Black, agreeable to the late mortal Event, yet we 
cannot find that the Lineaments or Features of his 
Face had imbibed any of the ſolemn Particles of 
his Dreſs. Though it muſt be acknowledged that 
for ſome Hours after Lady D 's Deceaſe, a 
Change of Countenance was very viſible in him, 
and it remained doubtful whether he would for a 
long Time, if ever, recover his former Chearful- 
neſs, when, by ſome extraordinary Virtue inherent 
in Parchment, blotted and ſealed in a peculiar Man- 
ner, an Application was no ſooner made to his vi- 
ſual Parts, than he recovered his Complexion, re- 
gained his Appetite, and in a word diſcovered a 
general and agreeable Glow through his whole 
Frame. Whether or no the Application of Black 
to the other Parts of his Body, and particularly his 
Heart, which had before this Time felt ſome very 
unuſual and diſagreeable Emotions, did not by a 
certain Kind of inexplicable Sympathy and Analo- 
gy (no-way electrical) completely extract every 


remaining Veſtige of Solemnity, we ſhall leave 
Chemiſts, 
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Chemiſts, Anatomiſts, Phyſicians, and Metaphy- 
ſicians to determine. Be this as it may, it is moſt 
certain that Dich never appeared with a more chear- 
ful Countenance, or a more ſeemingly ſatisfaQory 
Brow, than at this very Period. 

Toaſts, Healths, and Sentiments had twice gone 
about, when Mr. Hazard thought a Round at 
Lanſquenet, or a little Brag, would mightily im- 
prove the Converfation. Had ſuch a Propoſal come 
from any other Quarter, it would in all Likelihood 
have met with a more favourable Reception ; but 
Mr. Hazard's Charadter and Converſation were 
ſufficient Reaſons for Dic#'s abſolutely refuſing to 
touch a Card; which Mr. Hazard conſtrued into 
ſo direct an Affront, that he very abruptly left the 
Room and the Company, giving Dick a very ſig- 
nificant Look at liis Departure. Mr. Swallow, 
though he was far from being diſpleaſed at his Ab- 
ſence, and would have been very glad never to have 
ſeen his Face again, did not however chuſe to lie 
under the Imputation of being brow-beat ; and was 
therefore getting up to follow Mr. Hazard, in or- 
der to know if he had any thing to ſay to him in 
private: But upon this Occaſion he met with im- 
mediate Interruption, not only from Mrs. Fillet 
(who had conſtantly watched the Eyes of Mr. Haz- 
ard and Mr. Swallzw from the Moment that Cards 
became the Topic of Converſation, and who ſhrewd- 
ly gueſſed what might be the Conſequence of Mr. 
Swallow's following him) but alſo from Mr. Stanza, 
Mr. Skinflint, and Mr. Roveall. Captain Mac 
Campbell was the only Perſon preſent who did not 
interfere, imagining, it is to be ſuppoſed, that it 
might draw from him ſuch Explanations upon this 
Head as might renew in the Doctor's Mind his for- 
mer inſolent Behaviour, and perhaps bring him in- 
to the ſame Diſgrace as Mr. Hazard. But if the 
G 4 Captain 
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Captain remained tacit upon this Subject, Mr. 
Stanza availed himſelf of the Opportunity of dif. 
playing his Talents, and exerciſing his Rhetoric, 
He began by ſetting forth, ** Aſſuredly every Man 
had an indubitable Right to be Maſter in his own 
„% Houſe; and that none but a Fool or a Madman 


could be diſpleaſed at his not engaging in a Patty 


„that was diſagreeable to him: That therefore, 
as Mr. Hazard had by his Behaviour demon- 
** ſtrated himſelf to be either the one or the other, 
it would be much beneath Doctor Swallow to 
take any farther Notice of his Behaviour: That 
as to Courage, the Doctor had given ſuch in- 
conteſtable Proofs, as to put it out of the Power 
* of any Bravo, however bluſtering, to call it in 
* queſtion; and indeed he thought it a great Hard- 
© ſhip that a Man ſhould either be compelled to 
let himſelf be fleeced of his Money in his own 
* Houle, or have his Throat cut.“ 

Every one applauded the Pertinence of Mr, 
$tanza's Obſervations; and they ſo much pleaſed 
and convinced the Doctor, that he promiſed he 
would take no farther Notice of Hazard's Imper- 
tinence. 

The Reader will, in all Probability, imagine 
that Hazard would never ſet his Foot again in the 
Doctor's Houſe, after fo abrupt a Departure; but 
in this he will find himſelf egregioufly miſtaken: 
For thinking that the Doctor by his Silence was 
afraid of him, and that he might now bully him 
into whatever he pleaſed, he came the next Day 
preciſely at Three. Every one ſtared, but none 
more ſo than Dick, when Mr. Hazard ſaid, ** You 
„ ſee, Sir, I do you more Honour than you de- 
„ ſerve. I ſuppoſe, after your inſolent Behaviour 
* laſt Night, you did not think that 1 ſhould ever 


« condeſcend to make you another Viſit ; but it is 
é pequiſite 
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« requiſite that there ſhould be a Man of ſome 
« little Breeding amongſt you to teach you good 
« Manners.” Dic4t's Welh Blood was in a very 
high Ferment long before Hazard had arrived at 
the mannerly Part of his Diſcourſe, and he would 
certainly have knocked him down with a Bottle, 
if Mrs. Fillet had not ſeized hold of his Hand in 
the very critical Minute. Such a general Inſult 
to the whale Company had now engaged every 
one in the Quatrrel as deeply as Dick: So that the 
Captain had an Opportunity of teſtifying his Cou- 
rage; which he did, by ſaying, “ By my Troth, 
« Man, you are a very abuſive Cheil Do you 
« think that Gentlemen who bear the King's Com- 
« miſſion do not undeiſtand good Manners as well 
« as yourlſelt ?”? 

Such a luke-warm Remonſtance gave Hazard 

room to think that the Captain was not deſirous of 
making any deſperate Sally from whence he might 
not with Safety retreat. So that he imagined him- 
ſelf pretty ſafe in attacking the Caledonian with 
more Aſperity than he had expected. Pray, Sir 
„ (ſaid Hazard) do you intend to take the Quarrel 
« into your own Hands, or play it out between 
*« you? Look ye, Sir, if you have any thing to 
* ſay to me in private, I am ready to hear you— 
At preſent I defire you would hold your Tongue. 
*« If you do not, I ſhall ſoon impoſe Silence up- 
on you.“ 
“ You are the firſt Man (replied Mac Campbell) 
that ever told me he would make me hold my 
„Tongue; and I ſhould be glad io find you try 
„the Experiment.“ 

This Defiance was no ſuoner utiered than Ha- 
zard took the Captain by the Noſe; which he im- 
mediately reſented with a Blow on the Face. And 
now Mr. Hazard told him it was time to make 
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ſome Apology to the Lady, and retire ; which they 
accordingly did, notwithſtanding every Endeavour 
that was uſed to prevent Mr. Mac Campbell follow- 
ing him. a | | 
Dinner had been for ſome time ſerved, and was 
cooling a- pace, when the Propoſal was made by 
Mr. Swallow, that the Gentlemen. preſent ſhould 
follow, to endeavour at preventing the Miſchief 
that might be expected; but this was not at al] 
reliſhed by either Mr. Skinflint, or Mr, Stanza, 
both excuſing themſelves, by ſaying they did not 
chuſe to be concerned in ſuch a diſagreeable Affair; 
as donbtleſs, in cafe any Miſchief ſhould happen, 
they would be called upon for Witneſſes. But Dick 
and Mr. Roveall ſallied forth in Purſuit of the Cap- 
tain and Mr. Hazard, leaving the cautious Gentle- 
men to regale themſelves in their Abſence. 

' Hazard and Mac Campbell had ſo far. got the 
Start of the Doctor and his Companion, that it was 
not till ſome Hours after that they could gain any 
Tidings of them. It ſeems they had repaired to a 
Tavern; and having called for a Room and a Bot- 
tleof Wine, they locked the Door, and drew, when, 
after a few Thruſts, Hazard was wounded in the 
left Side: And upon his dropping, the Houſe was 
alarmed, and the Waiters broke in, when. they 
ſecured Mac Campbell till ſuch time as the Surgeon's 
Opinion was obtained; The Gentlemen of the Fa- 
culty having given it as their Sentiments that the 
Wound was not mortal, the Capizin returned to 
his Company, and related the Affair. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 


A ſhart Comment upon honourable Phlebotomy and the 
fighting Occupation, A very diſagreeable Diſco- 
very indeed to Mrs. Fillet—The Sequel flill more 


2 


HE Rencounter which occurred in the laſt 
Chapter between Mr. Mac Campbell and Mr. 
Hazard might be conſidered as a lucky Turn of 
Fortune to the latter, who declared he found it 
as conſtitutionally neceſſary to fight a Duel once a 
Month at leaſt, as it was to give a Fillip to Nature 
within the. ſame Period by a Debauch. It muſt 
certainly be allowed that this is a very honourable 
Way of having Phlebotomy performed upon a 
Man, and that indeed Perſons of this Diſpoſition, 
and Complexion ſhould loſe a little Blood now and 
then in this Manner, fer the general. Eaſe and 
Tranquillity of Society. Perhaps Mr. Mac Campbell, 
though he profeſſed fighting, was not quite ſo ſan- 
guine upon this Head; but by this I do not mean to 
derogate from his perſonal Courage. However, he. 
certainly related what had paſſed with a Kind of 
ſatisfaQory Emphaſis, particularly when he came 
to that Part which concerned his not being wound- 
ed; and indireQly inſinuated to the Doctor, that 
he had taken a very ugly Affair off his Hands, in 
which perhaps, not being ſo well ſkilled in the 
Sword, he might not have been ſo ſucceſsful. Jacł 
Roveall ſwore that though he was a Scotchman, he 
began now to think him a 4-4 hone/t Fellow: . 
Mr. $kinfliat highly applauded his generous Beha- - 
viour; and illuſtrated his Approbation with a little 
Story, that he imagined the Company would think 
ſomewhat pertinent; but as Dick and the Editor 
ale. 
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are not intirely of the ſame Opinion, we ſhall no 
trouble the Reader with it. Mr. Stanza ſaid this 
Affair had revived in his Thoughts the Notion he 
had entertained for ſome time paſt of writing an 
Ode upon Friendſhip and Valout, and that the Cap- 
tain ſhould be the Hero of the Poem. Even Dick 
was obliged to acknowledge he had behaved very 
gomunyy upon the occaſion ; and no one, except Mrs, 
Fillet, failed to pronounce ſome Eulogium upon the 
Captain's Conduct. Inſtead of praifing his Gallan- 
try, ſhe was making ſtrict Enquiries concerning 
Hazard's Health—-Whether he was intirely out of 
Danger? and bow long it wonld be before he could 
be able to go abroad ? 

Though Mrs. Fillet's Behaviour could not help 
attracting the Notice of every one in Company, and 
particularly the Doctor, he had Prudence enough 
for the preſent to conceal his Surprize, in order to 
diſcover if there were no other Grounds than mere 
Compaſſion for Mrs. Fillet's Tenderneſs towards 
Hazard. His Suſpicions became very ſtrongly 
grounded, when in a Dream that very Night ſhe 
cried out, O my dear Hazard, it mult not be 
c you ſhall not die—you muſt not go without me” 
Even this Diſcovery Dick ſtill kept à Secret, reſolv- 
ing in his Mind to break off his preſent Attachment 
the firſt favourable Opportunity that offered. 
Had not Mrs. Fillet's nocturnal Declaration ſuf- 
ficiently convinced the Doctor of her Infidelity to- 
wards him, a Letter which Two Days after fell into 
his Hands, would have intirely removed the ſmalleſt 
Doubt that could have remained upon this Head. 
This was a Letter from Mr. Hazard to Mrs. Fillet, 
in Anſwer to one he had received from her; where- 
in! he deſired her to lay aſide her Intentions of 
4c paying him a Viſit in Perſon, as beſides the 
« Riſque ſhe would run of being diſcovered by the 

| Doctor, 
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Doctor, the Safety of her own Health ſhould pre- 
« vent her taking ſuch a Step, there being a Per- 
« ſon then lying ill of the Small-Pox in the ſame 
« Houſe, and, conſidering ſhe had never had that 
« Diſorder, ſhe might probably catch it.“ 

Mr. Hazard was in this Reſpect an excellent 
Prognoſticator ; for ſcarce a Week elapſed before 
Mrs. Fillet had all the Symptoms of this terrible 
Diſorder upon her. She teſtified great Surprize at the 
Event, and Dick had Charity enough not to abate 
his upon the Occaſion. She had fall poſſible Care 
taken of her ; and though Mrs. Fillet was in a very 
dangerous Way, ſhe ſoon recovered, and imagin- 
ed ſhe had no other Mortification to undergo than 
that which her Looking-Glaſs inflicted upon her. 

The Doctor had never declared his Intention 
concerning his future Conduct to Mrs. Fillet ; when 
one Day, whilſt ſhe was paying a Viſit to Mr. Ha- 
zard, he had the Apartments ſtripped of every 
Thing belonging to him, leaving upon her Dreſ- 
fing-Table a Note, intimating that her Landlady 
would let her remove all her Cloaths and Goods 
without interruption ; but that ſhe muſt look for 
her future Support to Mr. Hazard. The Receipt 
of this Card failed not to hurry Mrs. Filet into an 
early Purſuit of the Doctor; ſhe way-laid him, and 
wrote to him at every Coffee-honſe and Place ſhe 
knew he frequented. Atlength ſhe accoſted him 
in the Park, where ſhe behaved in a ſuch a Man- 
ner, that he thought prudent to write to her the 
following Leiter: 


« MAD AM, 
90 1 the many Importunities I have re- 
as ceived from you, itis Time I ſhould make 
an explicit Anſwer. I acknowledge, Madam, 
all that you aver, with reſpe& to the Fervency 
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of the Declaration of my Paſſion to Mrs. Filler, 
but I cannot imagine that there is now ſuch 2 
Perſon exiſting—at leaſt it is ſo long ſince I 
have ſeen any Thing reſembling her, that I very 
much queſtion her being ſtill hving. As to the 
Pretenſions you claim of my Affection and E- 
ſteem, I muſt own, Madam, you greatly ſur- 
prize me, if youare the Perſon who accoſted me 
Yeſterday in the Park. Thus much is certain, 
that there is not a Lineament or Feature in her 
Face analogous to that of the divine Mrs. Filler. 
“ But, Madam, ſuppoſing it to be poſſible for 
my Credulity to imagine the Identity of the 
Perſons, as I can diſcover in me no ſuch Senti- 
ments or Attachments as animated me towards 
Mrs. Fillet, it were ridiculous to fan a Paſſion, 
of which the dying Embers communicate not 
the leaſt Heat—How irkſome to us both to 


force a Flame of artificial Fire — To me it 


would be completely diſagreeable, as all my 
Efforts to pleaſe would not afford the ſmalleſt 
Gratification; and of Courſe offenſive to your- 
ſelf, as you muſt neceſſarily be ſenſible that e- 
very pretended Regard were groundleſs, and 
every Compliment the Effect of the groſſeſt 
Flattery. 
c Let me then, Madam, adviſe you to tranſ— 
lant your amorous Shrubs into ſuch a Soil as 
will afford Fruits and Flowers; for in their pre- 
ſent Bed no other Bloſſoms will appear than 


thoſe of Thorns and Braars.. 


«© Tam, Madam, 
« Your infranchiſed Slave, 


«RICHARD SWALLOW, 
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CHAT; 


A Reſcue from the Fair Sex and Toad-eaters in Fa- 
vour of our Hero. The ſalutary Reſolution he 
takes of eſtabliſhing a medicinal Character. The 
rapid Progreſs he makes in Criticiſm and Virta, A 
Voyage to Scotland, and an important Interview, 


Think we have now fairly cleared our Heroof his 
| unfaithful tranſmogrified Miſtreſs, and all his 
Toad-eating Friends And ] alſo think it is Time 
for Dick to begin to think about the Application 
of the Reſidue of his Legacy, which we may ſup- 
poſe Fornication and Paraſitiſm had by this Time 
made no ſmall Hole in. 

In Truth Dick had for ſome time conſidered that 
he was taking very haſty Strides towards Fleet- 
Market, and that it was but an Abuſe of Titles for 
him to aſſume the Name of Doctor, when he actual- 
ly had no Pretenſion to it: He alſo conſidered, that 
werehe abſolutely and bona fide a regular Phyſician, 
he might find Means to repair the Breach he had 
been ſo induſtrioufly making in his ſmall For- 
tune. All theſe Conſiderations united, with a few 
Grains of Pride thrown into the Compoſition, to 
render it ſtill more palatable, ſoon led him to re- 
flect upon the moſt eligible as well as the moſt fru- 
gal Manner of being admitted a Doctor in Medi- 
cine, when he might ſubſcribe himſelf Richard 
Swallzw, M. D. without any impertinent Fellow 
whatever daring to call him to an Account. 

The Captain had often hinted to him the 
OECONOMY and Facility of obtaining the Doc- 
toral Degree on the other Side of the Tweed ; and 
his own Obſervations had convinced him of the 
great Succeſs of Scetch Phyſicians on this Side of the 

| | Tweed, 
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Tweed, not only in Medicine, but in Poetry, Hiſ- 
tory, the Belles Lettres, and above all, in PO- 
LITICS. Dick had no ſmall Itch to ſhine in e- 
yery Branch of polite and profitable Literature: 
For though in his juvenile Days he had been a Diſ- 
ciple of Mr. Evans's Opinion, and with him look- 
ed upon the dead Languages as of no more Uſe 
to Phyſic, or indeed Mankind, than dead Corſes, 
which might ſerve as Aſſiſtants in the Anatomy 
of Learning and Men, but which could no-way 
communicate a living Genius, or remove an actual 
Diſorder ; now that he had reſided in the Capital, 
and diſcovered that real Merit was of little or no 
Value ; but that the Superficies of Science, and the 
Pedantry of Learning, were ſuſficient to make a 
Man appear a great Scholar, he had Diſcernment 
enough to avail himſelf of this Diſcovery, and revoke 
his former Aathema againſt the worthy Ancients, 
In a word, though Dick was not looked upon in any 
claſſical Light at Denbigh, he paſſed for a very pro- 
found Critic at George's and the Bedſard. No work 
of Genius in any Species of Writing appeared, 
without his being conſulted upon its Merit; and 
no ſooner had he pronounced a deftnitive Sentence, 
than the Beau Eſprits of the Age, who take all 
x. pray upon Credit, and thereby avoid the 
rudgery of Reading, tie- echoed it in every 
Coffee-houſe, and ratified it in every Company. 

A new Play was either damned or ſaved as Dick 
was in the Humour for it; and a new AQor either 
met with Applauſe or Hootings, according to the 
Situation of Affairs between our Hero and Cæſar 
or Alexander : So that Bards and Monarchs equally 
ſolicited his Friendſhip, and ſued for his Protection. 

Nor was his Judgment confined to Letters only; 
his Virtz was as extenſive as his Reading He was 


the Connoiſſeur of every AuQtion, and the Anti- 
quarian 
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| quarian of every Cabinet to which he had Acceſs 
—No one attempted to diſpute his Opinion upon 
a Corregio, his Judgment in a Meleager, or his 
Taſte in an Otho. 


CHAP. VL 
The DieLomMaTic CHAPTER. 


O conſequential a Character as Dick now bore 
in the Republic of Letters, might have daz- 
zled a Man of far ſuperior Abilities, and made 
him conceive he was of ſufficient Importance, with- 
out any additional Title, or the realizing of one 
he already had by Courteſy. But Dick was ſo re- 
ſolutely bent upon making ſome Figure in his pro- 
per Department, that the Thought never once e- 
ſcaped him, from the firſt Time it came into his 
Head—Being dubbed a DoQtor he was reſolved up- 
on; and he accordingly ſhipped himſelf at Wapping, 
and conſigned himſelf to Doctor Mac Intoſb at 

TEES x 
We ſhall paſs over the Inconveniences reſulting 
from this Voyage, which was taken in the Winter 
Seaſon, when Yarmouth Roads are not the moſt a- 
greeable Navigation in the known World, Neither 
the Humours of the Jacks, nor the Oddity of ſome 
particular Characters, ſhall find a Place in this 
Work, though they might turn out very entertain- 
ing to many of our Readers, fond of Common- 
place Humour, and diverted at ſecond-hand Ri- 
baldry.— No, we ſhall ſuppoſe the Candidate 
(for we are obliged to degrade our Hero for ſome 
ſhort Time, that he may appear with the greater Eclat 
ſoon after) ſafely landed at ****#**®, and that he 
has by this Time had a Conference with DoRor 
Mac Intoſh, a near Relation to Captain Mae 
Campbell, 
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Campbell, who had furniſhed Dick with Letters of 


Recommendation neceſſary for the Occaſion. 
Little-Ceremony was uſed between theſe Two 
Sons of Eſculapius upon their firſt Interview; and 
the Caledonian Phyſician ſoon procured Dick the 
Means of obtaining a very elaborate Diploma, at 
the reafonable Price of Fourteen Pounds Ten Shil- 
lings. 
As this Inſtrument may doubtleſs, be thought to 
have a very juſt Claim to a Place in this Pertorm- 
ance, and may ſerve as a Model upon future Oc- 
caſions, when Candidates of ſuch uncommon Abi— 
lities as our Hero offer themſelves Reader, 
take it, and make the moſt of it; And if thou 
really art the humane gentle Being which I take 
thee for, thou wilt pardon with thy wonted Can- 
dour, the Debility of thy own vernacular Idiom, 
3 of doing Juſtice to the ſinewy Ori- 
ginal. 


DIPLOMA 
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D'1P'E.0O NA 
In Favour of 


RICHARD SWALLow, M. D. 1760. 


To All and Sundry, of whatever Dignity, who 
may ſee, read, or hear read, the following Dip- 
loma ; the Univerſity of #*#***###, in full Se- 
nate aſſembled, ſendeth Health. 


WV the Underſigned, having taken Cogni- 
zance of the many notable Qualities of the 
Bearer hereof, RICHARD SWALLOW, late of 
Wrexham in Denbighſhire, North Wales, but now 
of London, Gent. think it a Duty incumbent upon 
Us to declare to the World the very favourable 
Opinion We have conceived of this Moſt Excel- 
lent Perſon. Warned by the Example of our Bre- 
thren in foreign Parts, who have, upon the fligh- 
teſt Occaſions, graduated Dunces, Aſſes, and al- 
moſt Horſes, We long ago laid it down to Our- 
ſelves as a facred Rule, not to raiſe any to the Doc- 
toral Degree, without numerous, and thoſe, mo- 
mentous, Cauſes Us thereunto ſpecially moving. 
In the preſent Caſe in particular, beſides the ſpon- 
taneous and unconſtrained Workings of our own 
Minds, that ever and anon were propelling Us to 
promote this Candidate, We had, concurring with 
our Deſire, the repeated and urgent Recommen- 
dations of divers worthy and ingenious Phyſicians. 
Accordingly We ſet about Mr. SW ALLOW's 
Probation with all ſuitable Decorum, and conduQ- 
ed it with that Delitacy which thoſe will never 
fail to obſerve who are cautious of their own Ho- 
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nour, and unwilling in any Thing, far leſs in the 
moſt important, to impoſe upon the Public. We 
entered with minute Preciſion into every Part of his 
multifarious Trials; going firſt about his Under- 
ſtanding, and about it; and then penetrating into 
the interior Apartments, each with a Torch of his 
Science in his Hand, leaving not a ſingle Cranny 
or Interſtice unexplored. During the Whole of 
the Scruthy, the Man diſcovered ſuch a deep In- 
ſight into the Arts, diſcloſed ſo many Myſteries of 
Science, diſplayed ſuch Strength of Judgment, and 
diſembogued ſuch copious Treaſures from the 
Storehouſe of his inexhauſtible Memory, that We 
are not aſhamed to avow, in the Face of the whole 
Learned World, that in many Articles of valuable 
Knowledge he is not at all inferior to Ourſelyes 
(conſidered as Individuals) and in ſome perhaps he 
may be deemed Our Superior ; ſo that he is ad- 
miably qualified at all Points for being promoted 
to the Doctorate Op. ferque per orbem dici. Hav- 
ing therefore ſo many and ſuch ineſtimable Gifts 
of his for our Vouchers, We cannot but be juſti- 
fied by the Republic of Letters for the Step We 
this Day take, in admitting Mr. SWALLOW to 
the higheſt academical Honours: And this We do 
the rather, as We are fully convinced in our own 
Minds, that this accompliſhed Genius will ſuffer 
not the leaſt Diminution in his literary CharaQer by 
being oppoſed to Any, even the Beſt, of that noble 
Aſſembly of Worthies that dignity the Pages ot 
Diplomatic Hiſtory. For, 

To give but a Sample or Taſte of his many un- 
common Talents: Conſider him merely in his 
grammatical and claſſical Capacity, and We had 
almoſt ſaid, You will find his Powers aſtoniſhing. 
How indeed can it be otherwiſe ? He has read every 


Philologer extant, from old Varro and Feſtus all the 
way 
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way down to Sanqtius and Popma, extracting, as 
he went along, the very Quinteſſence of their fineſt 
Obſervations. Nor does he ſhine in Latinity alone, 
ſtrictly ſo called: He has entered, with becoming 
Reliſh, into the more recondite Parts of Roman 
Lore. In the Courſe of his Probation he threw 
out, inter alia, ſome ſtriking Lueurs on the moſt ob- 
ſcure Paſſages of Perſius, ſhewing to a Demonſtra- 
tion that that Satyriſt would have been ſtill more 
crabbed than he 3 had it not been that he 
was, in his younger Vears, a Pupil of that excel- 
lent Schoolmaſter Cornutus (Vide Euſeb. Chronic. et 
Perfium ipſum in Sat. 5.) Going back with him 
to Lucretius, he anſwered the ſophiſtical Reaſon- 
ings of that philoſophic Poet, with a Force and 
Beauty of Argumentation, which We have on! 

known equalled by that of the Cardinal de Pclignac, 
And when We put old Ennius into his Hand, he 
took Occaſion from the obſclete Words of that ve- 
nerable Bard, to give Us a Hiſtory of the Latin 
Language; wherein he traced out [radio quaſi de- 
ſcripſit] the Changes which that energetic Tongue 
had underwent, from the Time of its paſſing 
through the Hands of the Author juſt mentioned, 
till it was completely faſhioned under the Auſpices 
of Auguſtus, when the Roman Language, as well 
as Empire, ſhone out in its greateſt Glory. As Ha- 
mer, however, 1s obſerved by the Critics to nod 
ſometimes, (Her. Ars Poet. v. 359.) ſo here we 
thought to have caught our Candidate napping. 
His Hiſtory ſetting off from Ennius, without Men- 
tion made of any Thing prior to that Period, look- 
ed ſomewhat ſuſpicious; We fancied therefore he 
had carried his Reſearches no farther back, and 
flattered ourſelves that now at laſt we ſhould have 
actually gravelled him. Dr. Cameron, on whom 
this Part of the Examination principally devolved 
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(for we mult give its due Praiſe to this Manœuvre of 
our Brother) manifeſted in this nice Conjuncture 
all that Preſence of Mind and Alertneſs which are 
ſo very natural to him. He inſtantly queſtioned 
Mr. SWALLOW upon the Axamenta or Salian 
Verſes of Numa, of which Cicero acknowledges 
himſelf ignorant, and which Quintilian pronounced 
to be hardly known even to the Prieſts of his 
Time: He laboured to poſe him upon the Compo- 
ſition of the famous Treaty between Tarquin the 
Proud and the Sabines, that was written at Gabli on 
a Bull's Hide: He put twelve different Queries 
to him touching the Laws of the XII Tables the 
Tabulas peccare vetantes, 
Quas bis quinque viri AN 

Hor. Epiſt. lib. II. ep. i. ver. 23. 
And then proceeding to Duillius's Roſtral Mo nu— 
ment in the Forum, he demanded, as a Thing of 
capital Conſequence, and indeed as a fine gud non, 
a full Explication of that precious Remain of Anti- 
quity. Mr. SWALLOW, far from being intimi- 
dated by theſe Interrogatories, the bare Mention of 
which would have been ſufficient to daunt many 
an able Profeſſor, anſwered to all and every one 
of them with Diſtinctneſs and Clearneſs; not diſ- 
courſing, however, on each ſeparably, and without 
Connexion, but interweaving his Elucidations into 
a charming Detail, which he commenced from the 
firſt Rudiments of the Language, when as yet it 
was imperfeQly liſped in the Cradle of Romulus, and 
deducing it, in a beautiful Progreſſion, through all 
its gradual Improvements, till he arrived at length 
at the Age of the reſpectable Calabrian, from whom 
he had at firſt ſet out: And as this with him is 4 
favourite Poet, in order to place him in a more 
conſpicuous Point of View, beſides thoſe Paſſages of 


Maro which are known even to Smatterers to have 
been 
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been copied or imitated from him, he ſhewed, 
upon analytical Principles, with an Accuracy pecu- 
liar to himſelf, when and where the Mantuan Swan 
muſt have tuned his ſublimer Notes, by having in 
his Lye the great Father of the Latin Epopee. 

ut to proceed to other Articles, which the Li- 
mits We are confined to will only permit Us bare- 
ly to mention: In Antiques We found Mr. SWAL- 
LOW a great Connoifſeur. For underſtanding 
Medals, Medallions, Brooches, Camaieux, Mono- 
chromatons, Gems, Intaglios, and alſo the hiero- 
glyphical Figures on Sarcophaguſes and Sepulchral 
Lamps, We darc to ſay that Montfaucon and Maf- 
fei are perfect Jokes to him. Then for Bronzes 
and Marbles, whether the Materials have been 
moulded or chiſſeled into Buſts or Statues, Alto or 
Baſſo Relievos, but eſpecially for your Paintings in 
Freſco, gazed at with ſuch Enthuſiaſm by thoſe 
that dig in the Ruins of Herculaneum, even Don 


Camillo Paderni (cum bond pace of that illuſtrious 


Seignor be it ſpoken) 1s not much more of an A- 
dept than he, By the Blueneſs of the Mrugo on an 
ancient Coin, he can determine, with a good deal 
of Certainty, whether it is of the Age of Nerva or 
of Antoninus Pius, and can almoſt fix the Day of 
thoſe reſpective Reigi?s when any Piece in quettion 

was ft ruck. 
Though nobody ever lived of a more pacific 
Diſpoſition than our Candidate *, yet did he think 
it 


*— 


— ———k— 


* If the Afaire d'bonneur related in Chap. xvi, 
Vol. I. be here recollected, the Univerſity, we are 
afraid, wilk.be found to have belied Mr. Swallow, 
But it is no Buſineſs of ours to enter into any Diſ- 
quiſnion upon that Head, being obliged only to 
narrate 
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it no-way unbecoming him to beſtow a little Atten- 
tion on the Roman Art of War; and We need ſay 
no more of his Progreſs in that Study, than that 
he has rectified Three pretty palpable Blunders in 
Pegetius, which, had eſcaped the critical Acumen 
of the correcteſt Editors. His Models of the Scor- 
pion Baliſla, and Catapultæ, are admirable in their 
Kind; nor are his Drawings leſs curious of the 
Civic, Mural, and Ob/idional Crowns. He has con- 
ſtructed a very elegant Repreſentation in Mahoga- 


ny + of the pompous Naumachia exhibited on the 
Fucine 


—_——— 


narrate Facts, not to reconcile Things that are in 
themſelves contraditory. Beſides, there is nothing 
ſo very new and unprecedented in the Univerſity's 
Mode of Aſſertion.— That the Diction of Diplomas 
is not always the Language of Truth, has been 
Matter of long and juſt Complaint ; and, to lay the 
right Saddle on each Horſe's Back, we are not al- 
together ſure, whether certain Seats of Learning 
nearer home may not have been equally liberal of 
their Favours, when thoſe Favours have been lil 
leſs merited than in the Caſe of the Yrexhan 
DoQor. 

+ The Tranſlator's Compliments to the Rev 
der, and is ſorry to trouble him ſo ſoon with ano- 
ther Note. Begs Leave, however to aſſure him, 
upon the Faith of the following Italic, that the ve- 
ry elegant Repreſentation in Mahogany, was nothing 
more than a little antiquated Toy made of Scotch Fir 

now much cultivated in England) and meanly var- 
niſhed, which Richard picked up one Day in tht 
Courſe of his Peregrinations thr ough Harp-Alley, and 
carried with him to , there be preſented 
it, by Way of Douceur, as a proper Play-Thing for 
one of the Profeſſors Children, When its * 
ue 
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Fucine Lake by the Emperor Claudius, with an Ivo- 
ry Triton, inſtead of ahe Silver one mentioned by 
Suetenius (in Claud. cap. 21.) rifing above the Flood 
between the adverſe Fleets, and ſounding the Sig- 
nal for Onſet with his Buccina. 

The new Royal Academy at Barcelena adjudg- 
ed the Prize laſt Year to his Rare Comment on the 
Carthaginian's Speech in Plautus, beginning thus; 

Ythalonim, vualonuth fi chorathiſima comſyth, 

Chym lachchunyth munys thalmy&ibari imiſci, &c. 

Plaut. in Pœnul. Act v. Scen. 1. 
which the King's Gazetteer at Madrid, authorized 
by the Academy's Secretary, pronounced to be 
more maſterly by far than any Thing ever wrote 
upon that Scene by Taubmann, Dionyſius Lambinus, 
John Frederic Gronavius, or even by the whole Tribe 
of Interpreters that have waſted ſo much Oil on 
that moſt diverting Playwright. 

His Diſſertation on ancient Whiſtling, which is 
comprehended in the moderate Sum of ten Quires 
of Paper, had the ſame Honour paid it by the So- 
ciety of the Arcades at Rome, no longer ago than 
the Year 1755. In this elaborate Work he had 
contrived, by one of the happieſt Detours in the 
World, to introduce a Critique upon the Right and 
Left-handed Tibiæ, which could nut fail to prefent 
themſelves to a Perſon of his contemplative Turn 
upon an Occaſion ſo extremely congenial. He 
there aſcertained not only the Number and Meaſure 
of the Foramina, i. e. Holes and Bores of the dif- 
ferent Inſtruments, but aſſigned at the ſame Time 


—— 
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* 


Value was diſcovered, it was taken from the Child, 
and depoſited among the Curioſities in the Public 
Library, where it is ſtill ſhewn io inquiſitive 
Strangers. 


Vol. II. H the 
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the efficient Cauſes why grave Tones were uttered 
by the one, and ſharp or acute ones by the other ; 
the former of which Points he illuſtrated chroma- 
zically, and the latter by the Diatonic Gamut. Nor 
was this the Sum total of what he atchieved : He 
laid all the letter'd Duſt [Purverulentam iſtam di/- 
pulit nubem] which had been raiſed by D:natus, and 
other old Scholiaſts upon the Subject of the Tyrian 
or Sarran Flutes, and that of the Phrygian, Dorian, 
and Lydian Modes. He even deſcended in the 
"Courſe of this Digreſſion, to Times bordering upon 
our own ; and to leave no Part of the Argument un- 
finiſhed, adjuſted all the Bickerings between Mrs. 
Dacier and her Opponents upon theſe ſo violently 
agitated Topics, In Confirmation of the 'Truth 
of his Theory, he actually produced before us a 
Caſt from a Sardonyx of Fuluius Ur/inus, whereby 
he proved to Satisfaction, that Flaccus the Freed- 
man of Claudius, from the very configuration of 
the labial Muſcles, muſt have been much ſuperior 
to any other Performer at Rome, and equal at leaſt 
to ſome of the ſecond beſt Ripiencs in the Odeum at 
Athens, We diſmiſs this Head with remarking, 
that it deſerves Notice, as being more to the Au- 
thor's Praiſe than any Thing, that this choice Trac- 
tate had an Imprimatur ſtamped upon it by that 
prime /Eoliſt and Countryman of our Own, Dani 
el MacRimmon, Head of the College of Pipers in 
the Iſle of Sky. 

Our Canditate, amongſt many other Particulars 
of uſeful Learning, ſhewed himſelf Maſte: of a Sci- 
ence, the Want of which would have been very 
pardonable in a Man otherwiſe ſo well accompliſh- 
ed. He is learned in the Age of MSS. and has 
employed his leiſure Hours, for jeveral Years paſt, 
in collating ſome of the molt authoritative Codes; 


by which he has added immenſely to the Furnitue 
of 
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of that Diviſion of his Brain which he ſet apart, 
long ago, for the Reception of various Readings. 

He has expreſſed all that can be ſaid of the Eleu- 
nian Myſteries, together with thoſe of the Bona Dea, 
in two Octavo Pages and a Half, What enabled 
him to ſucceed ſo well in this intricate Buſineſs, 
where Antiquity holds up ſo few Lights, was his 
being initiated, when as yet a Stripling by Deva's 
wizard ſtream, into the Secrets of the Myſterious 
Cabala. Even in his State of Childhood [in ipfs 
tenellis annis primaque etatuld] he underſtood Jacob 
' Behmen's Treatiſe of the Four Complexions, and 
' knew the whole Doctrines of the Roſicrucians. 

' Sylphs and Gnomes were Ideas as familiar to him 
as Hornbook and Primer to an Engliſh Schook-boy. 
It ſhould be ol ſerved of Mr. SWALLOW, 
when We talk of him as a Cabaliſt, that he has got 
Iwo Ways of curing the Ague ; one by laying the 
Fourth Book of the Iliad under the Head of the Per- 
2 ſon ſhivering according to the myſtic Interpretation 
pf the following Verſe. 

Meanide Iliadss quartum ſubpane trementi; 
the other by writing the Word Abracadabra in the 
conical Figure preſcribed by Serenus Sammonicus in 
his Medicine Præcepta, and binding it fo wrote a- 
bout the Patient's Neck with a Piece of Packthread. 
Tbeſe, ſays he, were the Methods practiſed by all the 
ſounder Ancients for the Cure of the Intermittent Fe- 
ver; and they are unaccompanied by thoſe borrible 
Convulfions that almoſt always reſult from the Uſe of 
that vile Cortex, which the Moderns, and the Jeſuits, 
the meſt degenerate of all the Miderns, firſt peeled 
from the Duinquina-tree, 

The Gentleman who is the Subject of our im- 
mediate Writing can prepare, from very ſimple 
Materials, the famous Vinegar wherewith Aunibal 
is ſaid to have melted his Way over the Alps (Tit. 

1 Liv. 
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Liv. lib. xxii. cap. 37.) and he made a preſent of a 

Vial of this Liquor io the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Macclesfield, Preſident of the Royal Society, who tri. 
ed it on a Stone of a very ſtubborn Texture at 
Sherborne-Caſile, on which, in the Space of Ten 
Minutes, it had juſt ſuch an effect as would an Af. 
fuſion of cold Water in as many Days on a Barrel 
of raw Sugar. 

But We ſhould never have done, were We toe- 
numerate the many ſhining Qualities of this emi- 
nent Scholar. His Botanical, Chemical, Anatomi- 
cal, and Pharmaceutical Skill, if ſpread out upon 
Paper with a ſcientific Satula, would, according 
to the Admeaſurements taken by our Geometry- 
Profeſſor, go nigh to fill up Forty Folios. His 
Noſtrums in Medicine are not exceeded in Number 
by all the Diſeaſes incident to the Microcoſm. He 
is amazingly well acquainted with the Morbific and 
the Prediſpoſing Cauſes, the Symptoms, the Prog— 
noſis, the Diagnoſis, and the Criſis : Circumſtances 
which are of ſovereign Importance to the Thera- 
peia, or Method of Cure. Purple or Miliary, and 
Scarlet Fevers fly before him, as does alſo the In- 
flammatory, the Malignant, and the Baſtard Peri. 
pneumony. St. Anthony's Fire, the Opprobrium of 
Phyſicians, he quenches in the Twinkling of an 
Eye, Pleuriſies, Palſies, Diarrbœas, Gonorrhœas, 
Dyſenteries, Lienteries, IJ etanos, Opiſthotonos, 
and Emproſihotonos, obſtinate as they may be a- 
gainſt the Attacks of others, are glad to quit their 
Holds, when he prepares to contend with them. It 
a word, and to bring Matters to ſome Sort of Point, 
he heals 

All Maladies 
Of ghaſtly Spaſm, or racking Torture, Qualms 
Of heart-ſick Agony, all Fev'rous Kinds, 


Convulſions, Epilepſies, fierce Catarrhs, 
Inteſtine 
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inteſtine Stone and Ulcer, Colic Pangs, 

Demoniac Frenzy, moping Melancholy, 

Maraſmus, and wide-waſting.Peſtilence, 
Dropſies, and Aſthmas, and Joint-racking Rheums. 
Par. Loſt, Book xi. ver. 480. 
Admoniſhed by ſo many and ſuch rare Endow- 
ments, We judged it injurious to Merit, if, being 
veſted with ſuch Powers as are thoſe that appertain 
to this Univerſity, We ſhould permit ſo diſtinguiſh- 
ed a Genius to rank any longer with Undergradu- 
ates, Accordingly We have this Day made, crea- 
ted, conltituted, declared, proclaimed, and pro- 
nounced (he having firſt made Oath to obſerve the 
Statutes appointed by the Faculty) as we do hereby 
Make, Create, Conſtitute, Declare, Proclaim, and 
Pronounce the forenamed RICHARD SWAL- 
LOW, late of Wrexham in Denbighſhire, North 
Wales, but now of London, Gent. DocTorR IN ME- 


' DICINE, conferring on him by the preſent Letters, 


which carry with them all the Force and Authori- 
ty of a public Inſtrument, the Power of practiſing 
the Ars ſanandt, curandi, et medendi, in all its Parts 
and Branches, here, at London, or wherever elle it 
ſhall like him beſt; giving, granting, and willing 
him moreover, to enjoy all and ſundry the Privi- 
jeges, Immunities, Honours, Exemptions, and In- 
dulgences, which now are or heretofore have been 
enjoyed by the firſt Laureates of the Medical Pro- 
feſſion. And ſurely if the Homo catus's Deſerts in 
equa trutina ponantur, be weighed in a fair and juſt 
Balance, this Atlas in the Sciences, this Corypheus 
in the Arts, this £/culapius in Phyſic, will be found 
to have highly merited the Honours We have now 
paid him, by matriculating him in the Rolls of that 
renowned Society. 

What now remains for us, but in the Bowels 


of Friendſhip, and with all that Sincerity of Aﬀec- 
H 3 tion 
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tion which ſubſiſts amongſt the truly Learned, to 
beſeech and obteft all good Men, and all Lovers of 
good Letters, to cultivate Amity with Dr. SWAL. 
LOW, our new Dignitarian, to forward him in his 
Plans, to ſecond him in his Endeavours, to cheriſh 
him in the whole of his Preſcriptions, Arrange- 
ments, and Operations, for the general Health and 
Welfaie ; in ſhort, to tender him their deareſt Fa- 
vour and Countenance, and to treat Dr. RICH- 
ARD SWALLOW with all that Eſteem, Good- 
will, Kindneſs, and Cordiality, wherewith they 
themſelves would wiſh to be treated, were they in 
the perſonal Caſe of the ſaid Dr. RICHARD 
SWALLOW. In Teſtimony and Corroboration 
of all which, We have fortified this his Diploma 
with the Appenſion of the Great Seal of the Uni- 
verſity, et ut magis, magiſque communiatur, have ſub- 
ſcribed it with our proper Chirographis. 


Grven at “ , the Day before the Ides of 
September, in the Year of the World, according to 
the beſt Computations, VCIHDCCL-XTV ; of the 
Julian Period VICIHDXCTV ; but of the Chri/tian 
Ara MDCCL.X. 


A. B. 
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A. B. Med. Do#2. et Prof. Promotor. 
C. D. Gymnaſiurcba. 
F. F. Subprincip. 
. 
I. K. Lingg. Orientt. Prof. 
L. M. J. J. D. et L. C. P. 
O. HH. LL. Prof. Emeritus. 
Q. Matbeſews Prof. 


Note, Dr. Cameron did not ſign with the Reſt, 
Ea V. C. modeſtia, leſt he ſhould be thought to have 
ſubſcribed to his own Eulogium. 

„% Note alſo, That Ax @ oxi of Nagxpul eu 
4 0e To It aBove, g Kodixina; * h To Oviaags 
xorlamnly av axxovil of J. Kavdidale's Yet axe 
68 Heede re,, Ilsavpi®,, Ac Ww. Aęi gerne, lags 
Twv, "Inrroxgalnc, Tanxm®, Il xvan®. Amar, &c. &c. 
&c. ard ovas covPoxprfrd ſeorſim (as i] ova oupdls) Bu Ys 


Tux TlpoProorp ; Sous, 
6 X. V. C. L. . 


But this and many other Particulars we have 
been obliged to ſuppreſs, left our Hiſtory ſhould be 
thought to ſwell in this Part beyond its due Dimen- 
ſions, If ever a Second Edition of The PARASITE 
is called for, and this Diplomatic Chapter is found 
agreeable to the Learned Reader, he may depend 
on being treated with the Original Text, in all its 


1 4 Ampli- 
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Amplitude, and an improved Verſion on the oppo- 
ſite Pages. The Whole to be illuſtrated with 
Notes and Comments, and ornamented with a Row 
of Profeſſors Heads, etched in Wood. 

N. B. There will be added, as a farther Embel— 
Iiſhment, a Kit-cat of the Principal, and a full 
Length of the Right Hon. the Chancellor, ſcraped 
in Mezzotinto. 


CG AP. VE. 


An Account Current of the Practice of Phyſic for One 
Year, together with the net Proceeds of Money 


and Acquain face. 


1 F all our Readers have as elevated an Opinion 
1 of our Hero's Learning, Talents and Abilities as 
the Univerſity of *#*****#, we ſhould think he 
would require no other Recommendation to be the 
Radcliff, the Mead, the Fethergill of this Metropo- 
lis; that he might kill and cure Patients enough in 
one Year to ſet him above Practice the Remainder 
of his Days. The Fact is, Dick was as much fur- 
prized as the Reader can poſſibly be, to think that 
this learned and impartial Univerſity had diſcovered 
in him ſuch amazing Talents, and ſuch a prodigi- 
ous Fund of Learning, as he himſelf was (to own 
the Truth) utterly unacquainted with. He began 
to think, and not without Reaſon, that he had been 
much too diffident of his own Powers, which were 
ſo conſpicuous in the Eyes of ſo many learned Cale- 
donians, even unpoſſeſſed of the Art of Second-fight. 
He read his Diploma over at leaſt fifty times on his 
Way back to the Metropolis, and he every time 
diſcovered freſh Veins of Erudition which had be- 
fore eſcaped his moſt earneſt Attention. What 


« a ſurprizing Genius I am! (ſaid Dick, Juſt as he 
came 
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i came into the River) why, I might have remain- 
« ed ignorant of at leaſt Half my own Talents, had 
„not made this Voyage into Scotland — They. 
« would have continued like the Statue in the 
« Block, unfraught with the Sculptor's Hand,” 
Our Hero's Dignity being in every Senſe eſtab- 
liſhed, there was nothing now left for him to ac- 
uire, but a Number of Patients proportionate to 
his Skill. The Appellation of Walking Doctor he 
was but too ſenſible was not only contemptible, but 
opprobrious; and he, with ſome Reaſon attributed 
the Smallneſs of his Practice io the diminutive Size 
of his Perriwig. He was therefore reſolved to ſur- 
mount theſe Two manifeſt Obſtacles to his medical 
Succeſs, by hiring a genteel Chariot, and buying a 
voluminous Perriwig with Three ſcientific Tails, 
What Impediment could there now be to his 
transferring half the Drugs in London into the Bel- 
lies of half the Patients of the Metropolis? None, 
certainly, the Reader will doubtleſs believe. 
What ſays the Doctor? 


Dr. Per Contra Cr. 
Account Current of Fees, Neceſſary Expences at- 
&c, received in the tending my Pradiice- 
Courſe of the Year. during the Courſe of; 
1761. the ſaid Year. 


FEBRUARY 18. 
To Mrs. Martha Felly By Chariot, and all ne- 


EET 6 ceſſary Contingencies' 
N. B. Found her dead 1204, 
upon my 2d Viſit. 


SEPTEMBER: 16. 

To Mr. Jobn Mufty' for By Six handſome Three- 
my firſt Attendance. tail Perriwigs, at 5 J. 
1112 5 5. each. 31. 10s 

H. N. B. 
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Dr. Per Contra Cr. 

N. B. It was agreed By Puffs and other very 
upon in a future Con- uſeful Hints, thrown 
ſultation that I had in- out in the public Pa- 
tirely miſtaken his pers, concerning the 
Diſorder, great Succeſs and ſur- 


prizing Extent of my 
Practice, 151. 10s, 
6 d. 
To the Sale of Nine By Expence of printing 
Pamphlets, Bookſel- and publiſhing a Pam- 
ler's Price, phlet, ſetting forth the 
65. 9d, Virtues of Puppy-Deg 
Water, and other e- 
qually ufeful Reme- 
dies, 
4. 2 8 9 20 J. 165. 


—— — — 


. 187 16 6 
„ 


—̃ä —·˖ 


Balance loſt by my Practice this 
Vear L. 185 79 


— — — 


It the Doctor's Chariot and Tye-wig had not 
yet produced any lucrative Effects, they had at leaſt 
conducted him into ſuch Company as an itinerant 
Phyſician could never have made Acquaintance 
with. He had for fome time being introduced to 
Governor Dibble's Table, which was conſtantly at- 
tended by a regular Set of Toad-eaters, who to a 
Man admired the Governor's Taſte in Literature, 
as well as Eating ; they were frequently altogetber 
aſtoniſhed at his deep Penetration and ſurprizing 


Judgment, and would one and all give an unani- 
| mobs 
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mous Approbation, by the g neral Pronunciation of 


Afleniſbing indeed ! "Though this ſame univerſal Eu- 
logium migit carry with it, to People of Diſcern- 
ment, the Air of the Faraſitical Watch-warg, the 
Governor was ſo thoroughly convinced of the Ex- 
tent of his own Abilities, and the Juſtice of the Ap- 
plauſe which he claimed from every one, that theſe 


ſhort, though regular Panegyrics never gave him 


the leaſt Diſguſt, or, indeed, Confuſion. 

His principal and moſt conſtant Gueſts conſiſted 
of an old Enſign, who was literally worn out in the 
Service, having (or five-and-forty Years ſerved his 
Country, without having yet riſen a Step higher 


than the firft Rank he ſet out with; yet he could 


enumerate. 20 Sieges, 30 pitched Battles, beſides 


Skirmiſhes without Number, in which he always 
carricd the Engliſh Colours, without having once 
leſt them behind him, and in which he had gene- 
rally been on the Side of the Victors. The Go-- 


vernor hung with Wonder and Aſtoniſhment upon 


his Carapaigns, Sieges Attacks, and forced March- 


es—[lis Plans of Operation were amazing, and 
their Succeſs was equal to their Excellence—His 
Manceuvres, his Feints, his Intelligence, were al- 
moſt all to be ranked amongſt the incredible, and 


would doubtleſs have conterred infinite Honour 


upon him, had he been .a General inſtead of an 
Inſign. 


The next who took Rank according to his Senio- 
rity was Juſtice Drybone;. He was neither more 


nor leſs than a decayed Lawyer, who, notwithſtand- 


ing all his Fineſſe in an ne Practice, for want of 


a ſuſſicieunt Number of good Clients, found himſelf 


under the Neceſſity of taking Refuge in the Verge - 
of the Court, left his own. Practice ſhould have been 
turned againſt himſelf. Whilſt he continued in 


this Situation, without either 4 Suit of Law, ora 


* 


4 


JÞ 


156 THE PARASITE. 


Suit of Cloaths, a Nobleman, to whom he had done 
a particular Service of a private Nature with reſpect 
to a Lady, found Means to get him into the Com- 
miſſion, though his Qualification was but very ſmall 
indeed. However, with the Aſſiſtance of the Go— 
yernor's Table, an hebdomadal Fee from one of the 
News-Papers for juſticiary Articles, and his Trade, 
he found Means to keep Life and Soul together, 
and run a little more into Debt. 

The third upon the Liſt was Mr. Stately a refor- 
med Player; that is, he had, in his younger Days, 
acted with indifferent Succeſs for ſome Years, when, 
having a fmall Annuity bequeathed him by a Rela- 
tion, as he could no longer rank with the riſing 
theatrical Geniuſſes of the Age, he reſolved not to 
continue ina ſubordinate Walk, and in a Fit of Jea- 
louſy and Spleen turned—Gentleman. Hlis Attenti- 
on was, however, ſtill taken up with the Theatres, 
and the private Hiſtories of the Green Room, which 
frequently afforded him Opportunities of bringing 
into Play his Drama-hiſtorical Reading, which, 
together with the theatrical Anecdotes of the Day 
furniſhed him with Converſation enough to make 
him a very agreeable Gu-ſt, and his Hoſt to look 
upon him as a very deſirable Companion. 

Mr. Manly was a decayed Merchant, who from 
a State of great Affluence, carrying on at one time 
a very extenſive 'Trade to all Parts of the World, 
had, by a conſiderable Failure, been obliged him- 
ſelf to break; when his Circumſtances being much 
reduced, he went over to America, in Hopes of bet- 
tering his Fortune, It was here he made an Ac- 
quaintance with Governor Dibble, who took a Fan- 
ey to him ſrom his firſt Appearance, by reaſon of 
the Profundity of his commercial Erudition, which 
the Governor availed himſelf of whilſt he was 
abroad and thought it behoved him now to _— 
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him all the Returns in his Power while he was 
at home. | 

Theſe Four conſtant Gueſts, with Doctor Swal- 
/aw, and a ſmall flying Squadron, who occaſional- 
ly took up their Quarters here, formed the Gover- 
nor's general Companions. 


CHAP. VR 


The CHAPTER Or POLITICS, or @ Clue to the 
Intereſts, Intrigues, and Machinations of all tbe 
Princes in Europe; together with an Explana- 
tion of the Conſtitution of England, as it is at 
preſent affected: Being the Ne plus ultra of —— 
nothing. 


ROM ſuch elegant, entertaining, and uſeful 

Company, our Hero failed not to derive many 
advantages. In the firſt place, He looked upon 
himſelf as initiated into that honourable and nu- 
merous Society of Gentlemen-Tiad-taters, and was 
thereby intitled to a parafitical Plate at every gen- 
teel Table in Town that admitted of learned Men 
and Bons Vivans. Secondly, He acquainted him- 
felf with all the Minutie of the military Art, and 
was capable of filling every Poſt in the Army, 
from a common Soldier up to a General, beſides 
being well verſed in all the Duke of Marlborough 
and Prince Eugene's Sieges and Battles, and every 
Stratagem uſed by theſe two great Generals to 


Pproduce—the ever-glorious Peace of Utrecht. Third» 


ly, He got a deep Inſight into Common Law, and 
knew how far a Man might treſpaſs with Impuni- 
ty, or how far the Equity of a Trading-Juſtice 


might be corrupted. Fourthly, His early Acquain- 


tance with the Stage received great Improvements, 


from many curious ſecret Anecdotes which he had 


never 
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never before met with, Fifthly, His Knowledge 
of Trade, Commerce, and Navigation, was great- 
ly extended, and he knew toa Fraction when the 
Balance was for or againſt us in every Port of Au- 
rope, Aſia, Africa, and America. But above all, 
ſixthly, His Judgment in Politics was molt parti- 
cularly improved; for Governor Dibble was a pro- 
ſeſſed Politician, - and conſequently this was the 
principal Topic of Diſcourſe at his Table. The 
Governor calculated to an Hour when a {ſubſidiary 
or defenſive and offenſive "Treaty was to be ſigned 
between any of the contracting Parties. He knew 
how long the Court of /jenna would oppole the 
Views of Great Britain, or when Prufjia was to 
change Sides, to trim the Scale in the Balance of 
Europe. He was perfectly acc 1airited with the Se— 
crets of the Ottoman Porte; knew when the Grand 
Signior was to make a Motion upon the Frontiers 
of Hungary, and when the Czarina was to de- 
monſtrate her pacific Intentions to all Eurcte, by 
the Entrance of 50,000 Men into Livonia. 5 
to the Intrigues of the Courts of Verſailles and 
Madrid, he ſeemed acquainted with their  origi- 
nal Springs and Sources, with all their various In- 
tereſis direct and indirect, together with their in- 
tricate Chain of concatenating Effects; and was ſo 
deeply inſtructed in all the Deliberations of the 
Cabinet Councils of the petty Princes of | /tah, 
that it would ſeem as if he kept each of their 
Prime Miniſters in conſtant Pay. Such was his exten- 
ſive Knowledge of the various Intereſts of the Prin- 
ces of Europe, —But when he came to our Do- 
meſize Concerns, he diſplayed a ftill deeper Inſight 
into the Nature of our Conſtitution, our Plan of 
Government, the Court and—— —Intrigues. He 
always anticipated a Change in- the Miniſtry, at leaſt 
a: Fortnight before it took Place—He could give 
the. Subſtance of the King's Speech Three Days 


before 
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before he made it He knew to a Penny the Sums 
that would be granted for the Supplies of the cur- 
rent Year, and to an Unite the Number of Men 
that would be employed at home and abroad ; what 
public Bills would be brought in and paſſed, and 
which thrown out, when the Majority would carry 
it, and when the Minority would give it up; and 
what is ſtill more extraordinary and paradoxical, 
when the Minority would become the Majority, and 
the Majority the Minority. 

Theſe were a few amongſt the many eminent. 
Proofs which Governor Dibble gave of his political 
Knowledge.-—No wonder then that he was heard 
with Attention by his worthy Gueſts, who hung 
upon his Accents, and ſeemed to devour his Words 
—{till Dinner came) No wonder that every one 
of his Friends were obliged ſometimes to launch 
out of their natural Element, and embark on 
board a political Veſſel bound to the Ifland of Uto- 
pia. It was this abſolute Naceſſity that firſt indu- 
ced our Hero to. commence Politician; for to ſup- 
port the Converſation with the Governor, it was 
expedient he ſhould be very deeply read in all the 
political Pamphlets which the Preſs groaned under, 
as well as the diurnal Eſſays pro and con that ap- 
peared in the public Papers. Dick applied to this 
uſeful Study, and ſhortly made fo great a Profi- 
ciency therein, that the Governor himſelf pronounc- 
ed that our Hero was capable of filling the Poſt of 
decretary of State as well as any Member of the 
Coterie, however much at Variance with Miniſters, 
Places, and Penſions. 

It was at this briltiant Period of Politics that our 
Hero ſhone forth in all his Luſtre at the Smyrna, 
at the Cocoa-tree, and at Slaughter's, Many and 
learned were the Diſputes he maintained to prove 
that a Scotch Miniſter could never act right ; that 
the Word OECONOMLY. ſhould be erazed from 
every 
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every Dictionary extant, as of baneful and Lira. 
Tweediſh Influence; and that Mr, Sammel Fobnſon, 
tho” a penſicned Writer, ſhuu'd, for the Honour of 
Literature, give the Lead in the next Edition of his 
Folio Dictionary. In a very deep Diſpute he one 
Day maintained at the laſt of theſe Coffee-houſes, 
with a Gentleman of the Long-Robe, in Defence 
of Triennial Parliaments, and in Oppoſition to 
Continental Connexions, the Plurality of Votes 
were againſt him, and a Detachment of Hans- 
verian Light Cavalry would certainly have ſet all 
his Corps to Flight, if he had not called to his 
Aſſiſtance an auxiliary Squadron of antient Greeks, 
under the Command of Lieutenant-General He- 
fied ; when he ſoon recovered his Ground, and vb- 
tained a complete Victory over the Enemy. 

Our Hero had frequent Confii&s of this Sort 
with many V<teran Politicians,, who veered their 
Opinions with their Patrons Sentiments and their 
own Intereſt: And it was pleaſant to hear Dich, 
who profeſſed himſelf of no Party but that of 
Common Senſe, by Turns confute them with the 
ſame Arguments they had formerly uſed in Op- 
poſition to their preſent political Creed. 

What an amazing Science is Politics /—Tt not 
only changes the very Nature and Eſſence of Things 
—proves Right to be Wrong, and Wrong to be 
Right—determines what is Patriotiſm To-day to. 
be Treaſon To-morrow—Not only this, I ſay, but 
changes even its own Form, Shape, Complexion, 
Sentiments, Doctrines, and Nature of Exiſtence !-- 
When ſhall I be able to explore the intricate Mazes 
that ſurround thee, and diſcover WHERE thou real- 
ly art? —— Determine thy various Ptoperties, 
and ſay WHAT thou really art *—Aſcertain thy diſ- 
ferent and numerous Virtues, and tell WHAT thou 
mayeſi become *—Pronounce upon thy multifarious 
Powers, and aver WHAT. thou art capable of 72 
| In 
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ming 2—Till then 1 leave thee, thou great and 
inexplicable Myſtery, to Stateſmen and Patriots, Mi- 
niſters and Projectors, Placemen and Candidates. 
Let theſe, thy aſſiduous Admirers, enjoy the plea- 
ſing Delirium thou affordeſt—Let them, as from 
a lovely but fickle Miſtreſs, vaunt thy Favours, and 
publiſh thy Gratifications—And it they prove not, 
like other tranſitory Joys, fleeting and imaginary 
Tranſports, but laſting and ſubſtantial Bleſſings, 
they will gain more by thy Embraces than many, 
many Millions of thy conſtant Votaries! 


C HAT. E. 


The preſent State of the Family and other Correſpon- 
dence between London and Wrexham, Se. &c. 


DEX having already pactiſed One whole Year 
in the Character of a regular Phyſician, with 
all the neceſſary and infallible Inſignia and Regalia 
of Medicine—ſettled his Accounts, and ſtruck a 
very fair Balance againſt himſelf and his Practice 
—gained the Acquaintance and good Opinion of 
Governor Dibble— regulated the preſent and future 
State of Europe, as planned in every Court Cabi- 
net of Chriſtendom, together with the Secrets of 
the Ottoman Porte, and taken Leave (at leaſt for 
the preſent) of Politics—let us enquire how far 
parental Ties, amorous (almoſt Gordian) Knots, 
and other conſanguinary Links, at this JunQure 
extended between the Meridian of London and the 
Town of Wrexham in Denbighſhire, North Wales. 
It is a long Time fince we have mentioned either 
the Reverend Mr. Swallow, the pharmaceutical 
Mr. Evans, or the maternal Mrs. Kate. But though 
we have paſſed them over in ſo much Silence, as if 
they had not been in Eſſe ever ſince the Begin- 


ning of Vol. I. we muſt now remind the Reader, 
that 
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that they were all alive, and, what is more, in 
good Health, as well as Maſter Swallow, alias Ma- 
ſter Evans. 

The Reverend Mr. Swallow had from time to 
time made very earneſt Enquiry after his Sen 
Dick. He had written many a Letter to his Cor- 
reſpondent, who had ſo ſpeedily and fo effectually 


recommended him to Mr. Fillet. But the Accounts 


he received from him were very diſſatisfactoty; 
the Tantamount of all the Intelligence he could 
gain from that Quarter was, That our Hero was a 
| fad Seurtndrel--bad done bim great Diſbonour in the 
Recommendation—had ruined the Peace of a Family, 
and debauched bis Maſter's Wife, I his was Infor: 
mation enough from that Part; and he never ap- 
plied for further Intelligence, to that Correſpon- 
dent, on the Score of his Son. The Inquiries he 
made through other Channels produced various 
and very different Accounts of Dick : At one 
time he received Advice that his Son had been 
taken up for a Highwayman, had been tried at the 
Old Bailey and condemned, and was to be execu— 
ted the next Hanging-day. Such Intelligence ne- 
ver failed to force the ſympathetic Sigh, or extract 
the parental Tear. At other times he heard that 
his Son had made his Fortune, rode in his Chariot, 
and was above the World. — Above the World, in- 
deed, he would ſay I could forgive any tbing but 
Ingratitude—[ never could bave ſuſpected that Dick 
would have been guilty of this Vice, which is a hun- 
dred times more unpardinable than all the deadly Sins 
put together, 

Mr. Evans, who had always conſidered Dick as 
a very untoward Genius, and had not yet nearly 
forgiven him for the manifeſt Injury he had done 
his Character, by the Imputation of Kate's Fruit- 
fulneſs, never heard of the fair Chance Dick ſtood 
of meeting with an untimely Fate, but he very dog- 
maticalh 
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matically pronounced, He knew the Raſcal would 
„ be hanged.” —But when he was compelled to 
liſten to his good Fortune, he as conſtantly remark- 
ed, ** That he might thank him for the uſeful In- 
« ſtructions he had received, and the great Ground» 
« work of Phyſic upon which Dick had ingrafted 
„ his medicinal Knowledge, and which was cer» 
« tainly laid behind his Counter.“ 

As to Kate, ſhe ſtill retained a Kind of diſtant 
Aſfection for Dick; yet it was rumoured ſhe had 
well improved the Knowledge our Hero had inſtil- 
led into her, though ſhe had never been able to give 
ſuch demonſtrable Proofs of the Excellence of her 
Parts, or the Force of her Abilities, as ſhe had 
done under his Tuition. When it was reported 
that Dick had made his Fortune, that he kept his 
Coach and Noblemen's Company, Kate's Heart be- 
gan to flutter, and ſhe imagined ſhe had been much 
to blame to remain ſo long in the paultry Town of 
Wrexham, when, had ſhe taken the ſame heroic 
Step as Dick, ard repaired to London (which ſhe 
now was thoroughly convinced was, as ſhe had of- 
ten heard, paved withGold) he doubtleſs would have 
been as great an Ornament to her Family as Dick 
was to his; and ſhe therefore reſolved to make ſuch 
an Excurſion, without acquainting any one with it, 
the firſt favourable Opportunity that offered. 

It is not ſurprizing that Kate ſhould be animated 
to ſuch a Reſolution, as ſhe had never heard any 
thing but on the favourable Side of Dick's Fortune, 
the diſagreeable Rumours concerning him having 
been kept a profound Secret in the Family ; and as 
his Elevation was ere now confirmed by a Letter 
from himſelf, which he had wrote to his Father, 
and which wiped away all the foul Stains of Ingra- 
titude, wherewith he had, not without ſome Rea- 
lon, been ſullied. 

In this Letter Dict took particular Care to paſs 

over 
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over in Silence the many Viciflitudes of Fortune 
which had more than once brought him to the 
. Threſhold of a Jail: Neither did he enter into any 
Diſquiſition of his Conduct towards Mr, or Mrs, 
Fillet mention the Acquaintance he afterwards 
made, through Mrs. //——, with Lady D—, 
nor the Means whereby he had acquired his ſmall 

(very ſmall, indeed, by this time) Fortune. But to 
make Amends for this, he ſent a Tranſcript of his 


Diploma at large, with a Tranſlation for the Peru- 


ſal of his Uncle, and ſubjoined a Liſt of all his 
noble and genteel Acquaintance, 

It was this Letter, which was read over private- 
ly and publicly (I do not know whether the Reve- 
rend Mr. Swallotu did not deliver it from the Pulpit) 
that re-echoed our Hero's Fame far and near. I- 
very one complimented Mr. Swallow upon his Son's 
Merit and good Fortune, and Mr. Evans for having 
inſtilled thoſe Principles of phyſical Knowledge, 
which now did ſo much Honour to him and his Pu- 
pil; nor did Kate plume herſelf alittle upon her Con- 
nexion—She gave Hints that ſhe ſhould be a Gen. 
tlewoman ſoon, and, by her indiſcreet Conduct, was 
preparing a very diſagreeable Introduction to that 
Rank, as ſhe had dropped enough to make her be 
ſuſpected of Perjury, and procure for her an Initia- 
tion to Gentility, by a public Exhibition in the Pillory, 

Such was the Situation of Affairs at Wyexhan, 
and ſuch the Opinipn of our Hero's Town Folks 
upon his amazing good Fortune, whilſt he was in 
London, curſing his perverſe Stars, and deploring his 
adverſe Fate. In Deſpite of all his Endeavours to 
obtain Practice, in Deſpite of all his Efforts to gain 
a Subſiſtence, without devouring the Remainder of 
his ſmall Pittance, he found himſelf every Day ap- 

roaching nearer to the laſt Guinea of the Legacy 


which Lady D—— had bequeathed him ; and it 
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was this diſagreeable PerſpeQlve that made him di- 
vert his Attention from Phyſic to Projects The 
DoRor ſunk into the Schemiſt—Nay, he did not 
only fink himſelf, but he ſunk his ſmall Fortune. 
But as this is a Matter that requires fume Elucida- 
tion, we think it worthy of prelacing a new Chap- 
ter to the Reader's Attention, 


„ 


A Legal Introduction to an Oratorial Chapter upon 
Fiſh; being the Subſtance of a Speech Dr. Swal- 
low made in the Society of Arts, Manuſattures, 
and Commerce, upon that Subject. 


6 NOWall Men (then) ly theſe Preſents, (I do 
6 not abſolutely mean whether they will or 
« not) that Richard Swallow, M. D. of the Pariſh 
« of 8. James, Weſtminſter, in the County of Mid- 
« dlelex; to, wit“; having, on the 21f} Day of 
January, in the Year of our Lord One thouſand 
&« Seven hundred and S$1xty-twwo, and in the Second 
&« Tear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George 
« the Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
% and ſo forth, been adviſed and counſelled, by ſeveral 
© venerable and learned Members of the Society 
* of Arts, Manufaftures, and Commerce, to propoſe 
* himſelf a Candidate for a Memberſhip in the ſaid 
« Society; at the ſame time ſetting forth ia him the 
** many and various Advantages that he would there- 
% by from derive, he conſented ta let himſelf be propuſed 
* accordingly: And having been ballotted in due 
* Form, agreeable to the Laws and Rules of the 
* ſaid Society, be was elected a "ember of the be- 
fore- mentioned Seciety, and ſo forth.” 


— — 


* An over- learned Critic may perhaps aſk, whe- 
ther there is any Senſe or Meaning in this Period, 
let aſide Wit. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps the Reader may be curious to know the 
Cauſe of my beginning this Chapter in ſo quaint 
a Manner That he may be ſatisfied, I anſwer 
to this, it muſt be allowed to be done in ſome 
Form; and though the Reader may be ignorant of 
it, I am not, that the Society in queſtion is a very 
numerous, learned, and reſpeQable Body ; and [ 
am not certain how far I or my Publiſher might 
have been ſafe to have ſaid any thing about them, 
if I had not done it in a legal Manner, Libels are 
Libels, true or falſe; and I will not be poſitive whe- 
ther Doctor - Richard Swallow may not have a very 
good Action againſt the firſt PERSON who ſtigma- 
uzes him with the Appellation of a Paraſite. 

Doctor Richard Swallow had ſcarce been intro- 
duced into the Society before he heard many ela- 
borate and learned Diſcourſes upon very profound 
and intereſting Subjects. Having been early admit- 
ted one of the Chemical Committee, he had ſeen, 
by the moſt ſimple, and yet ſurpriſing Proceſs, the 
moſt nauſeous Train- Oil inſtantly transformed in- 
to the pureſt Sallad Oil, and which all Members 
conſtantly uſed, with the higheſt Guſto, whenever 
they gave a looſe to their Luxury upon the Score 
of Endif and Salary. He had ſeen the largeſt and 
moſt ſtubborn Trees torn up by the Roots, with 
amazing Facility, by a Hand- Machine as porta- 
ble as a Snuff-box— Theſe, and a Number ot uſe- 
ful Experiments, he had been an Eye-witneſs to, 
and ſtood amazed at the ſurprizing Penetration of 
the Society, and the ſtill more ſurprizing Ingenui- 
ty and Diſinteredneſs of its Members, who thus diſ- 
cloſed ſuch uſeful and valuable Diſco. eries, for ſuch 
trifling (merely honorary) Rewards that the Socie- 
ty beſtowed. | 

Our Hero the Doctor had not, however, yet been 


ſufficiently animated to diſcourſe upon any Subject 
| | that 


IHE .CARSSE EF 167 


that occurred — Whether it was through a certain 
Baſhſulneſs and Modeſty that ſeem epidemical in 
this Society, and which few Members can ſur— 
mount, or whether the Doctor, whoſe Patriotiſm 
was the juſt Index of his Soul, did not think any 
Subject ſufficiently intereſting, wherein the real 
and immediate Good of his Country was not con- 
cerned, thus much is certain, he was able to reſiſt 
all the Importunities of Fame and Reputation, 
which he would at any tirae have highly enhanced, 
by delivering upon any Occaſion his Sentiments, 
till the patriotic Fiſh Scheme came upon the Car- 
pet. He could then no longer with-hold, but, as 
if by a ſupernatural Impulſe, he uttered a Speech, 
the Purport whereof was nearly as follows : 


« MR. PRESIDENT, 
« FT is with the greateſt Deference to the Senti- 
„ ments of the Gentleman who ſpoke lait chat 
* Inowriſe up to ſpeak to the Subject before us. 

© I ſhall endeavour to elucidate theſe Points 
* wherewith I am particularly acquainted ; and 
„ ſhall attempt to throw out ſome Hints concern- 
ing thoſe whereof I may zndeed be ignorant, 
It muſt aſſuredly, Mr. Preſident, appear to 
every Gentleman who is aQuuated with a landa- 
ble Zeal for the public Good, that every Branch 
of Monopoly ſhould be baniſhed from this 
* Land of Liberty; for it is in vain to boaſt 
of our Privileges, of our Conſtitution either 


headed Monſter rears its Trait in open Denarce 
of our Laws, and our well-regulated Police: 
And there can be no Species of Monopoly ſo 


People, but more eſpeciaily by the Artiſt and 
the Labourer, as that which immediately allects 
6 the 
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in Church or Sante, as long as ſuch a Hydra- 


dangerous, or ſo ſenſibly felt by every Rank of 
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the Neceſſaries of Life. Alt were needleſs for 
a Man to live in the happieſt Climate under 
Heaven, without even the Shadow of Reſtraint, 
if, with all his Liberty and Felicity by the Li- 


centiouſneſs of his Fellow-Citizens, or the Re- 


miſſneſs of the Laws, he were unable to procure, 
with all his Induſtry, Food and Raiment 
for himſelf and Family. I believe, Mr. Prefi- 
dent, that no Gentleman will attempt to con- 
tradict me, when I ſay, that no Artizan or La- 
bourer who cannot, with all his Induſtry, pro- 
cure the Neceſſaries of Life, can be called eaſy 
in his Circumſtances—Nay, I believe, no Gen- 
tleman of this Society, ever fo defirous of ſtart- 
ing Abſurdities, will pretend to aver that Felicity 


and Famine were ever connected in the ſame 


Idea, however complex he may chuſe to render 
it. Yet, Mr. Preſident, it is notorious to every 
Man who chuſes to give himſelf the Trouble of 
Thinking (and I doubt not but the Majority of 
the Members of this honourable Society fre- 
quently ſacrifice ſome of their leiſure Hours to 
Meditation) that the Neceſſaries of every Kind 
are ſo exorbitantly enhanced in their Price, as to 
bear no Proportion with the Wages of the Ar- 
tizan and ].abourer, many of whom are no 
better paid now than they were Fifty Years a- 
o, when Proviſions were at leaſt Fifty per Cent, 
cheaper than they are at preſent. There may 
be various Cauſes aſſigned for the Increaſe of 
the Price of Proviſions, ſuch as new Taxes, 
which raiſe the Rent of Lands, bad Crops, and 
Diſorders amongſt the Cattle. The firſt Cauſe 


&© muſt, doubtleſs, be allowed; but as to the two 
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latter, they have had no Share in the Exorbi- 
tancy complained of, Our Crops have been re- 


markably good for ſome Years, and we have had 
« no 
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« no Diſorder rage amongſt our horned Cattle 


ſince the Year 1748: So that we may trace the 
real Source of this Evil to the all-graſping Hand 
of Avarice, which ſtretches itſelf out from Mo- 
nopolizers and Foreſtallers of every Kind: For 
if the Subject was not loaded with any more 
Taxes than the State really impoſes and receives, 
he might be very well able to bear them; but 
when the State levies a Halfpenny, the Goers- 
between exact Two- Pence. It is only neceſſary 
to recur to two recent "Taxes, to be convinced of 
this—the Porter and the Coffee Acts. But pray, 
Mr, Preſident, what have the additional Taxes 
to do with Fiſh ? This Commodity at leaſt is free 
from Impoſt; and yet it has been the Object of 
more continued Extortion than all the other 
Commodities lumped together. It is nothing ex- 
traordinary to ſee a Fiſhmonger, in a few Years, 
amaſs a Fortune of Twenty or Thirty thouſand 
Pounds, when perhaps he had not a Hundred 
Pounds at the firſt ſetting out. Why, Mr. Pre- 
ſident, I have been informed, from very good 
Authority, that ſome of the capital Fiſhmon- 
gers make 500 per Cent. upon every Article they 
deal in, We have long and very juſtly complain- 
ed of the extortionary Intereſt the Pawnbrokers 
exact from the needy and neceſſitous: But what 
is 30 or even 50 per Cent. compared io 500? Be- 
ſides, they run many more Riſques, and are kept 
many more Months out of their Money. I do 
not mean by what J have ſaid any-way to excul- 
pate the uſurious Conduct of thoſe public Leech- 
es the Pawnbrokers. I only mean to compare 
the extravagant Gains of a Set of People who 
are looked upon to be the moſt griping of any 
in Trade, with the virtuous, honeſt Fiſhmon- 
gers. It is true theſe worthy men aver, that 


they do not grind the Face of the Poor; that 
Vor. II. 6 there 
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there is no Neceſſity for any but the Rich to 
feed upon Delicacies—ln this I believe they 
are right; for there is ſcarce a working Man in 
a Hundred who has ſat down to a Diſh of Fiſh, 
without it were Sprats, for theſe Twenty Years, 
But ſurely, Mr. Preſident, they would not pre- 
tend to exclude every Man who has not a Thou- 
ſand a Year from taſting a Bit of good Fiſh; 
and yet this is the plain Engliſh of all this falſe 
Logic, Fiſh, Mr. Preſident, ſeems by Nature 
to be the deſtined Food of Engliſhmen. Every 
Ilander ſeems inveſted by his Nativity with an 
und1ubted Right to regale upon the ſcaly World, 
1 are as numerous as they are unconfined, unable 
to call any one their Lord or Maſter. Yet theſe 
conſcientious Gentlemen would preclude us of our 
Birthright #*—A Birthright that is the more dear 
to us, as it is the moſt ſalutary to our Healths, and 
the moſt ſuited to our Conſtitutions The Hollau- 
ders look upon the Herring Seaſon as the Scourge 
of Phyſicians; for they never have any Occafi- 
on for them as long as it continues. All Naturaliſts 
agree that Fiſh is the moſt prolific Food we can 
cat: So that every Man ſhould be conſidered as 
a Traitor to his Country who would prevent the 
Increaſe of its SubjeAs ; and how far the Fiſh- 
mongers have been inſtrumental in the Decreaſe 
of them, I leave to their own Breaſts, as there 
is no Law extant that takes Notice of this Kind 
of Homicide. 

« I think, Mr. Preſident, it appears very evi- 
dent, from what I have faid, that there cannot 


II Ong 
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* Whether the Doctor did not contradict him- 


ſelf a little here, we leave the Reader to deter- 
mire, 


« ho 


THE PARASITE I71 


« be a more extenſive or beneficial Plan to this 
« Country, than the preſent Scheme of reducing 
« the exorbitant Price of Fiſh; and therefore, Sir, 
« | am of Opinion, that the worthy Gentleman 
« who has taken ſo much Pains to bring this great 
e and ſalutary Scheme to bear, deſerves the warm- 
© eſt Thanks and unlimited Aſſiſtance of this ho- 
* nourable Society.“ 


So elaborate and well-digeſted a Speech failed 
not to meet with the Applauſe it deſerved ; and 
Dick has looked upon himſelf therefrom as great- 
ly inſtrumental in the Succeſs of the Land Car- 
riage Fiſh Scheme, 
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CHAP. XI. 


The Extent and Succeſs of Dick's ſurprizing Scheme, 
The ng ne which happens to Myn- 
heer Vanderbrocken, which nips our Hero's Glory 

in the Bud. 


UCCESS is ſometimes as fatal as ill For- 
tune. Had not the Fiſh Plan (wherein Dick 
thought he had a conſiderable Share ſucceeded ſo 
marvellouſly well, perhaps Dick would have been 
diſcouraged from the Thoughts of turning Projector 
himſelf. But finding that ſuch lucky Hits not on- 


ly made a Man looked upon with much Impor— 


tance, but alſo might be the Means of procuring 
an ample Fortune, Dic#'s Thoughts were, from 
the firſt Hour that Soals were vended for Nine 
Pence a Pound in London, re ſolved to attempt ſome 
Scheme equally advantageous, 

The Society had for ſome time promiſed a Boun- 
ty to any ore who ſhould produce a certain Quan- 
tity of Saltpetre made in England. The great Ex- 
tent of D:ic4's phyſical Knowledge, for which he 
had very gocd Vouchers from Scotland, readily in- 


- duced him to believe that fo valuable a Secret was 


certainly left for ſome ſuch great Genius as him- 
ſelf to diſcover. | 

He had, much about this Time, made Acquain- 
tance with a German, who, after having travelled 
thro' moſt of the capital Cities of Europe, and 
made the Fortunes of an Hundred Adventurers, 


"was in this Metropolis aQually without a Pair of 


Breeches to cover his Nakedneſs. He neverti:elels 
had Parts, Which were very diſcernable to Diet: 
He ſpoke Latin fluently, had a pretty Command of 
Words upon Chemiſtry, and even Alchemy, and 


proved 
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proved to a Demonſtration (at leaſt in Dick's Opi- 
nion) that there was nothing wanting for him and 
another to get an Hundred thouſand Pounds, in a 
very ſhort Period, but the Ri/que of a ſmall Capi- 
tal of Four or Five hundred. Beſides his being Pro- 
prietor of a Variety of Neſirims, none of which 
were inferior to the Univerſal! Panacza, he was the 
Inventor of the Sympathetic Powder, whereby any 
Wound might be cured at an Hundred Leagues Di- 
ſtance from the Patient, by having obtained a little 
Lint dipped into the Wound. But what particu- 
larly ſtruck Dick, and made him conſider it as a 
miraculous Event that he had made ſo valuable an 
Acquaintance (though in Rags) in this critical Junc- 
ture, was his being poſſeſſed of the Secret of mak- 
ing Saltpetre vegetare like young Sprouts, Here was 
a notable Diſcovery No wonder that the Doctor 
immediately ſent for his Taylor, and had Mynheer 
Vanderbracken equipped from Head to Foot—No 
wonder that he immediately advanced an Hurdred 
Pounds for the purchafing of Pots, Earth, Dung, 
and all the neceſſary Ingredients to make Saltpetre 
vegetate like young Sprouts, 

Dick now conſidered his Fortune as already made, 
and he looked upon Mynheer Vander brochen as his 
Guardian Angel. In this Opinion had Mynheer 
alked the Doctor for every Shilling he was worth 
in the World, he might have commanded it; fo 
thoroughly was he convinced of this great Man's 
Probity and Abilities. However, the German had 
Modeſty enough to drain our Hero of no more than 
One hundred Guineas additional, whilſt the Com- 
pletion of Dick's Expectations approached every 
Day the nearer. February, March, and even April 
elapſed, without the Saltpetre beginning to fhoot. 
Dick could not refrain from teſtifying ſome Impa- 
tience ; but he was pretty well ſatisfied, when Myn- 
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heer remonſtrated that it was a very backward 
Spring. This ſatisfied the Doctor till about the 
Middle of May; when no Saltpetre Sprouts ſtill ap- 
pearing, he could no longer refrain from hinting 
there muſt have-been ſome Miſtake committed, as 
Coleworts, Cabbages, and Brocoli were now in great 
Plenty. 

M "I Vanderbrecken told the Doctor“ he was 
* ſorry to find him of ſuch an impatient Diſpoſi- 
* tion; that Saltpetre did not grow preciſely like 
* other Herbs; that ſome Seaſons there was but a 
very flender Crop, or perhaps no Crop at all; 
© but then the next was ſure to be a very plentiful 
* one. Howe er (continued Mynheer) that you 
« may be ſatisfied I do not impoſe upon you, if 
you have n Wind to be convinced of my great 
Skill vpon the Score of Saltpetre, I will produce 
% a Quantity fufficient to make as much Gunpow- 
&« der as will blow up the Tower of Lenden within 
„ a Month.” This perſpective Exploſion was a 
Feu de joye to Dick : Mynheer obtained 200 J. more 
to purchaſe Carts and Horſes, and buy up all the 
Rubbiſh and Soil about Town, which was to be 
converted into the ſame Quantity of Sa/tpetre, with- 
out Loſs or Diminution. Ina word, Dick was, in 
a Week's Time, become one of the greateſt Sca- 
vengers of this Metropolis; and during the Period 
that he exerciſed this Function, the Streets were 
kept much cleaner than they were ever known to 
be before. | | 

A proper Laboratory was hired, with the neceſ- 
fary Apparatus; and there was now found no poſ- 
ſible Impediment to the Execution of their Project, 
or reaping all the Advantages they were to derive 
from it. Mynheer acquainted the Doctor, from 
Day to Day, that every thing went on to the ut- 


moſt Extent of his Wiſhes and that he had no- 
thing 
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thing to do but conſider how he might diſpoſe of ſo 
great a Quantity of Sa/tpetre as would be produced, 
to the moſt Advantage. He would willingly have 
contiatted with the Government; but he found 
they had no Occaſion for this Ingredient in its crude 
Siate : So that he at length entered into an Engage- 
ment to deliver to a Dutch Gunpowder Merchant 
$00,000 Tons of good Salipetre late at Amſterdam 
on that Day Month; upon the Failure whereot he 
was to forfeit 100 /. 

At length the very Day approached that was to 
datermine the Succeſs of our Hero's great and ela- 
borate Project. He paſſed the Evening with Myn- 
heer Yanderbrocken, who appeared uncommonly 
chearful and gay upon the Strength of his Peiform- 
ance; and he told the Doctor to come in the Morn- 
ing between Ten and Eleven to the Laboratory, 
when he ſhould be convinced that the Saltpetre and 
their Fortunes were made together. 

Dick got very little Sleep that Night, as he could 
not cloſe his Eyes for meditating upon the Applica- 
tion of his future immenſe Fortune, It was a Mat- 
ter of no ſmall Debate with him whether he ſhould 
lay it out in the Funds, or in the Purchaſe of à landed 
Eitate ; but as he concluded it would be ſo exten- 
ſive that he could not immediately find any Eſtate 
to purchaſe of the Value that he ſhould have Money 
to lay out, it would be neceſſary to place ſome in 
the Funds, as well as to purchaſe Land. This 
Matter being decided, he next began to conſider 
whether he ſhould continue practiſing as a Doctor, 
or apply his Time intirely to the Study of ſuck uſe- 
ful Projects as would more and more increaſe his 
Fortune, But as his Pride ſomewhat interfered in 
this Debate, and as the Extent of his Practice did 
not much interfere with his other Avocations, he 
thought it would do honour to the Faculty, as well 
as to himſelf, to have ſa wealthy and conliderable 
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a Member amongſt them. The next Object that 
paſſed in this exalted Review was whether he ſhould 
get into Parliament ; which being immediately de- 
termined in the Affirmative, the Queſtion was then 
put, whether he ſhould purchaſe a ſmall Borough 
cheap in the Weſt, or whether he ſhould ſtay till the 
next General Election for Denbighſhire ? Here again 
his Pride interpoſed ; and as the General Election 
was very near, he thought jt would be a Credit 
to the Family of the Swallows, and reſtore them 
in ſome degree to their primitive Dignity to 
have Richard Swallow, M. D. for a Repreſentative 
of that County, But the ſimple Title of M. D. be- 
gan ꝛ0 ſtick in Dic4's Stomach ; and he imagined he 
ſhould at leaſt be intitled to Knighthood, confidering 
the Antiquity of his Family, the Extent of his For- 
tune, arid his uncommon Abilities. He reſolved, how- 
ever, that if the Court Party did not pay him ſuf- 


ficient Attention, and procure him to be created a 


Knight the very firſt Seſſion, he would certainly 
exert all his political Skill, diſplay all his Rhetoric, 
and expoſe all his Talents in the Oppoſition ; which 
alone would be a ſufficient Weight to thwart eveiy 
miniſterial Meaſure. 

Juſt as Sir RICHARD WAL LO, had kiſſed 
the King's Hand, it ſtruck Ten o*Clock, without 
his having yet had one Wink of Sleep ; ſuch Per- 
turbators of Tranquillity are Grandeur and Riches 
—even in Idea! It may be queſtioned whether he 
would have roſe till he had been created a Peer, it 
the Clock had not thus ſubpœna'd him to attend the 
Summon bonum of all his Wealth and Magnificence. 
He accordingly roſe ; and having with much Expe- 


dition dreſſed himſelf, immediately repaired to the 


Laboratory When lo! he found Mynheer Van- 
gerbrocken ſuffocated over one of the Furnaces !— 
and all his Titles, Pomp, and State reduced to a Ca- 


put mortuum ! 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 


The real PARASITICAL CHAPTER; or an Account 


of the Toad-eaters Club in Street ; with 
an Attempt towards delineating a few Characters 
known in the polite World. 


UC a ſevere and unexpected Blow as our Hero 


met with in the laſt Chapter, would have made 
many a Man of a leſs philoſophical Diſpoſition ta- 


ken the ſhorteſt Road to Eternity But Dick did 
not ſhoot himſelf! It is true in the firſt Ebullition, 


of his Rage he did utter ſome Imprecations, and 
ſeemed to impeach the ReQitude of Providence, 
who had fo treacherouſly brought him to the very 
Threſhold of Happineſs, only to precipitate him 
into the Gulph of Miſery. But his Paſſion being 
abated, he recanted his impious Declamations, and 
began to conſider his Misfortunes with more Forti- 
tude, There was no Circumſtance relating to his 
Fate that affected him ſo much as the Contra 
he had entered into with the Dutch Gunpowder 
Merchant; as he was thereby compelled to pay 


an Hundred Pounds, without the Proſpect of any 


Advantage. 


The only Conſolation our Hero could procure: 


himſelf was the Reflexio that none of his Friends 
had been acquainted with his Project, which by this 
time began to appear to him in its moſt for- 
midably-ridiculous Light: So that te could viſit 
Governor Dibble, and join in the Converſation of 
cenvivial Board, without being raillied for the extra- 
vagant Part he had acted. 

It was juſt at this Time that the Governor had 
introduced Diet to Lord Shall;w.,—No. one that 
knows Lord Shallew is ignorant that his Lordſhip 
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piques himſelf upon many Accompliſhments to 
which he has not the leaſt Pretenſions. His Learn- 
ing is the Whipt-Syllabub of Science : His Know- 
ledge of the World gleaned from his own ſele& 
Club of Toad-eaters : His Gallantry founded upon 
his Acquaintance with the moſt abandoned and pro- 
fligate of the Sex: His Wit extracted from Joe 
Miller, and the reſt of the public Jeſters : His Re- 
ligion an heterogenous Mixture of Superſtition, En- 
thuſiaſm, and Immorality : His Honour, indeed, is 
that of a Man of Quality. Theſe are the Ovtlines 
of Lord Shallow's Portrait; there is no miſtaking 
the Original, the Traits are ſo remarkable and ſtrik- 
ing. | 
bf were rec<dleſs, perhaps, after this, to ſay that 
his Lordſhip was conſtantly beſet with Paraſites and 
Sycophants, crthat his Table was univerſally known 
by the TOAD-EATERS CLUB in —— STREET. 
Dick was poſſeſſed of every requiſite Accompliſh- 
ment to recommend himſelf to his Lordſhip : He 
was patient in hearing, docile in retraQing, and eaſy 
of Conviction : He had no Opinion, no Judgment, 
no Sentiment: He ſaw, he heard, he felt with his 
Lordſhip's Organs : In a word, Dick promiſed fair 
for rivalling the whole Club, and being the Chief— 
tain of Paraſites. What added no fmall Weight 
to Dick's Influence over his Lordſhip, and the im- 
portant Acquiſition which he imagined he had herc- 
by made to his Society, was Dic4's extenſive Learn- 
ing ard profound skill in Politics. My Lord was 
charmed (Oo find he always met with the Approba- 
tion of a Man of the Doctor's Erudition, upon e- 
very difficult Point whereupon he offered his Opi- 
nion — Though his Lordſhip was thoroughly con- 
vinced of the ReCtiiude of his Notions, it gave 
him no ſmall Satisfaction to find that they fo im- 
mediately coincided with Mr. Swallw's, 
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It might be imagined from this that Lord Shak 
low's conſtant Gueſts were Perſons of no Figure in 
the learned or political World ; but this was far 
from being the Cafe. Dr. Waddle had hitherto 
ſtood foremoſt upon the Liſt of his claſſical Friends. 
This Gentleman was perfectly acquainted with e-- 
very Edition of every Writer of any Eminence from 
Hiſiod down to Voltaire He knew, by a Kind ot 
Intuition, all the Comments that had been made 
upon all the various Readings of every Scholiaſt ex- 
tant. This and ſuch- like Knowledge could not fail 
ef highly recommending him to Lord Shallow, who 
had already ſucked in as much Knowledge from 
the Doctor's Etymologies and Definitions as might, 
f properly digeſted, have furniſhed the World with 
a very extraordinary and, no doubt, as uſeful a 
Lexicon. The Doctor had beſid es ſome very re- 
markable Cures which he had performed in the 
Courſe of his extenſive Practice, to recommend 
him. Being a ſingular Man, he ſeldom mention- 
el any Diſorders that were in the common Track 
of Preicription z but he failed not to exult upon 
Two very remarkable Cates, which had baffled the 
Skill of ge whole Faculty: He had cured the Du- 
cheſs of M—-—*s Parrot of the Stone in the Blad- 
der, and Lady) H——'s Monkey of a virulent 
SGonorrhœa, which, in a prior Conſultation, had 
been erroneouily pronounced a ſeminal Weakneſs, 

Captain Dandy was another of his Lordſhip's: 
Gueſts. It cannot be ſaid that this Gentleman ei— 
ther attempted or pretended to that Share of Learn- 
ing which fo eminently diſtinguiſhed Doctor ad- 
dle. The Captain generally caught up the current 
Scandal of the Day—He knew when a fine Wo- 
man of Faſhion was ready to run away with her 
Footman ; or another had turned Shoplifter, to pre- 


pare berſelf for cheating with more Elegance at 


Quadrille : He could acccant for the Manner of 
Living 
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Living of every Sporus of the Age; and was the 
Horoſcope of every Iriſh Beauty's Virtue that daz- 
zled at Court, or was mobbed out of the Park. 
Such Intelligence and Calculations were particular- 
ly agreeable to his Lordſhip, as they furniſhed 
him with Opportunites of diſplaying his Art, and 
manifeſting his Satire. 

Counſellor Nifiprius had many Talents, which, 
it muſt be acknowledged, he proſtituted for the 
Sake of good Eating. He was frequently compel- 
led to ſacrifice his Judgment, to belie his Know- 
ledge, and give up his Sentiments to a Man whom 
he really deſpiſed, becauſe theſe were neceſſary Tri- 
butes to be paid to his Vanity for ſupporting his 
Acquaintance. 

The Reverend Mr. Paunch brought up the Rer 
of theſe right honourable Gueſts. He ſaid Grace 
and crack'd a bawdy Joke in the ſame Breath: He 
ſanctified Indecency, and was generally the firſt to 
promote the Afte;-Dinner Toaſt. To ſay that 
Mr. Paunch loved good Eating, or that he could 
carry off 'Three Pounds and Three Bottles, would 
be a Sort of Inſult io him His Abilities were far 
ſuperior to this when Veniſon and Claret were the 
Objects of Attention. As this Reverend Gentle- 
man never made any other Uſe of bis Mouth, after 
the firſt Grace was taid, than for a nutrimental Pur- 
pole, fo he ſeldom entered into any Argument, 
and conſequently ſcarce ever gave his Lordihip 
any Offence by contradicting bim; thinking that 
the Utterance, even of the Monolyllable Yes, would 
take up more Time than he could well ſpare from 
the rea! Buſineſs of the Table. 

Doctor Swal/oaw was ſoon initiated into the My- 
ſte rice oi this Society; and he had aſſiſted at this 
convivial Board, with the greateſt Succeſs, for ſome 
Months, having fir:Qly followed the Rules laid 

down, 
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down, and which it was neceſſary to obſerve, in this 
reſpectable Aſſociation; though he was frequently 
a Spectator of ſome of the Members falling under 
the Preſident's Cenſure. For if his Lordſhip took 
the leaſt Diſguſt at any one's Speech, Beha- 
viour, or Even Geſture, though the Soupe were 
brought in, a Nod to the Servant would ſpeedily 
remove the Culprit's Plate; his Lordſhip telling 
him, with his mo? expreſſive Countenance, "That 
&« he ſhould be glad to fee him on ſuch a Day.” 
This was a Hint ſufficient ; and there was no A 
peal to be made, no Reply to be offered. Dick was 
at firſt not a little ſurprized to find that this Beha- 
viour of his Lordſhip never ſeemed to diſcompoſe 
the unlucky Gueſt, who, upon theſe Occaſions, 
departed with as much ſeeming SatisfaQion as if he 
had actually eat his Dinner; and that he conſtant- 
ly re-appeared, at the ſtated Period, with as much 
Complaiſance as if nothing had happened. 

. This was but one amongſt many ſingular Laws 
that were ſtrictly obſerved in the TOAD-EATING 
CLUB. When Dinner was finiſhed, and a Couple 
of Glaſſes of Port gone round, his Lordſhip. uſual- 
ly pulled out his Watch, or enquired of his Ser- 
vants what it was o'Clock, which was the Signal of 
Retreat for thoſe who were not particularly invited 
to remain. But theſe ſeldom conſiſted of more than 
Two Members ; and to the Honour of our Hero be 
it recorded, that he was almoſt — of this 


{mall Number. Upon theſe Occaſions his Lord. 


ſhip would ſay, Mr. Pauch, I muſt ſhew you 
that Letter I have received. Doctor Swallew, 


you'll favour me with your Company to Cof- 
** fee.” When the reſt of the Gueſts, having ta- 


ken their Hats, and made their Obeiſance, diſap- 
peared till Four o Clock next Day. 


Dick had been thus ſucceſsful in gaining his Lord- 
ip's 
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ſhip's Regard and Attention, when an unlucky Ac- 
cident had nearly expelled him from this honoura- 
ble Society. His Lordſhip was holding forth upon 
the Politics of the Day; and having mentioned 
ſome Promotions which were made in the Planta- 
tions, he began to expatiate upon the Nature of our 
Trade to the Ea Indies; and concluded with ob- 
ſerving, that the Company had not this Year ap- 
pointed any Ship for Jamaica. | 

So groſs a Blunder made every one ſtare ; but no 
one bad the Imprudence to ſet his Lordſhip right ex- 
cept Dick, who, whiſpering in his Ear, and endea- 
vouring to reſcue Jamaica from Aſia, bad the Hint 
given, and his Plate removed, at the Entrance of 
the firſt Courſe; his Lordſhip telling him, He 
ſhould be glad to ſee bim when be came that Way 
gain. 
3 Dick's unqueſtionable paraſitical 
Accompliſhments, he was deſtitute of that Share of 
Philoſophy ſo neceſſary upon this Occaſion — Dr. 
Swallow's Welch Blood was fired at the Inſult ; and 
though he had ſo many ſhining Examples tor For- 
bearance before him, he could not prevail upon 
himſelf to paſs by this Affront unnoticed. In a 
word, the Doctor had actually wrote a Challenge 
to his Lordſhip; when having communicated his 
Thoughts to Captain Dandy, whoſe Aﬀiſtance he 
requeſted in Quality of a Second, he was prevail- 
ed upon, with much Reaſening from the Captain, 
to deſiſt from this Meaſure. It was not, however, 
till Lord Shallow ſent the Doctor a Card with his 
Compliments and a freſh Invitation, that he re- 


ſumed his Viſats. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The MELancHoLy CHAPTER —— Death and 


Poverty. 


HOUGH Dick accepted of the Apology 
which Lord Shallow made in his Card, and 
renewed his Viſits, they were not nearly ſo frequent 
as formerly; being deſirous of thereby inſinuating 
to his Lordſhip, that he was not to attribute his 
Company to any urgent Neceſſity for a Dinner. 
Theſe Vacations from Lord Shallow's Table he 
uſually employed in waiting upon Governor Dib- 
ble, who, though he had filled a Command in the 
W:jt Indies, was not, by many Degrees, ſo great a 
Baſhaw as his Lordſhip. 
The Governor's Eſteem was apparently much 
increaſed for the Doctor: He had let drop many 


favourable Iaſinuations, that having no Relations 


nearer than ſecond Couſins, Dick might reaſonably 


expect a very ample Proviſion at his Death. This 
failed not to recruit at Periods our Hero's Spirits; 
and it waz upon the Strength of theſe Inſinuations, 
and the ſeeming Improbability of the Governor's 
ſurviving many Months, that he was induced to con- 
tinue his Chariot a whole Twelvemonth longer than 
he had reſolved upon. 

It was in the Midſt of theſe ExpeQtations that a 
very cheap Purchaſe in Land was offered to the 
Governor; but Stocks being at that Time very 
low, and Mr. Dibble much averſe to felling out at 
lo great a Loſs, he would have relinquiſhed the 
Bargain, had not the Doctor very politely offered 
him the Money he was deficient. This was the 
Sum of Two hundred Pounds; and though it left 
him without Fifty Pounds more in the World, as he 


conſi- 
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conſidered it as only laid out for his own Uſe, he 
neither aſked nor ſo much as thought of requiring 
any Security for the Money. | 

The Governor had been for ſome time in a ve- 
ry bad State of Health. The Doctor had given 
his Advice gratis; and being of Opinion that he 
would never recover, he had frequently thrown out 
Hints that it would be prudent for him to make his 
Will. But theſe Innuendoes Mr. D:ib3le never 
ſeemed to underſtand; and Dick thinking himſelf 
therein ſo deeply concerned, imagined he could not, 
with any Kind of Decency, puſh the Aﬀair too home 
to him. However, finding Things approach to a 
Criſis, he had reſolved to engage Mr. Manly to 
bring the Affair to an Upſhot ; though he conceived 
that he ſhould, by that Step, be at leaſt a Hundred 
Pound Legacy out of Pocket. 

He had conferred with Mr. Manly upon this Sub- 
ject; and the Plan was laid that he ſhould have a 
tete a tete with the Governor immediately after Dick 
had left him, and convinced him that he had but a 
ſhort Time to ſojourn in this mundane Sphere. 

Before this Scheme could be.executed, the Doc- 
tor was called up one Morning very early by the 
Governor's Servant, who acquainted him, that his 
Maſter was taken Speechleſs, and that his immedi- 
ate Aſſiſtance was abſolutely neceſſacy. Dick found 
what the Servant had informed him to be ſtrictly 
true, with this Difference only, that his Aſſiſtance 
was intirely ſuperfluous, the Governor departing 
this Life a tew Minutes after the Doctor entered his 
Chamber. 

This unlucky Stroke put the finiſhing Hand to all 
Dick's Hopes. Vain were his Reſearches for a 
WII lis Fortune upon this Score was reverſed to 
the Caſe of Lady D—-—, Vain were his Re- 
monſtrances to the next of Kin that he had ä 
| | 7 
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ly lent the Governor 'I'wo hundred Pounds; no 
Security could be produced, and no Satisfaction 
could be obtained. 

A Series of Misfortunes now befel our Hero— 
No ſooner had he diſmiſſed his Equipage, than he 
found his Levee greatly increaſed—with Duns. 
Promiſes repeatedly broke, drew at length an Exe- 
cution into his Houſe, and he was ſtripped of every 
Thing that belonged to him. It was now that he 
found Lord Shallow's Table a very comfortable Aſy- 
lum, and indeed his only Reſource ; but with this 
Alteration to his former Reception, that his Indi- 
gence being once manifeſted, he was no longer of 
the Number of the Claret Elec; but found himſelf 
under the diſagreeable Neceſſity of retreating with 
the Dinner, after having ſwallowed a Toad-eater's 
Meal, as many Inſults as Mouthfuls. 

We cannot ſuppoſe but what the Doctor's Ward- 
robe was by this time ſomewhat diminiſhed ; and 
that his Dreſs and Appearance underwent as great 
a Change as his Fortune. Though Lord Shall w's 
Table furniſhed him with a Dinner, it was neceſſa- 
ry for the Support of Nature that he ſhould ſome- 
times breakfaſt, and ſometimes ſup.—Beſides theſe 
extra Expences, there was an abſolutely inevitable 
one, that of a Lodging—not to ſay a Word about 
Waſhing, and the other Appendages of Cleanli- 
neſs. All theſe put together ſoon reduced him to 
that melancholy Situation from which he was deli- 
vered by his Acquaintance with Mrs. W———r, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Dick's Misfor tunes multiply. An Adventure in St. 
Giles's, and the Mortification Dick meets with in 
a very eſſential Purchaſe. 


ISFORTUNES never come fing,y, was 

an Obſervation Dick had often made ſince 
his Arrival in this Metropolis; but he never appli- 
ed it with more Juſtice than at preſent : For hilt 
he was revolving in his Mind how he ſhould ſupply 
the Loſs of his only Handkerchi-f, which, even Hi. 
bernian-like, he was not now pofi-iTed of, he unſor- 
tunately hit his Foot againſt a Stone, which rent the 
 Upper-leather of his Shoe almoſt intirely from the 
Sole. It was now within a Quarter of Tkree—It 
was impoſſible to wait upon my Lord, and attend 
the Club, in that melancholy Situation : For though 
he had juſt hit upon the Plan of procuring a Hand- 
kerchief, by borrowing one from Dr. Vadale, who 
always carried at leaſt Half a Dozen in his Pocket, 
there was no Poſſibility of averring that he had his 
Pocket picked of his Shoes, in order to borrow a 
Pair; ſo that ſome Means were to be deviſed of 
procuring them. He ruminated with a deſponding 
Heart upon the preſent State of his Finances, 
which amounted to no more than T'wo Shillings 
and Two Pence Farthing—He at firſt conceived 
that he might have his Shoe mended at a Cobler's 
for his ſmall Money ; but on Application to one at 
the Corner of the Street, he was told it was impoſh- 
ble to have it reQified in ſuch a Manner as to be 
worn after. This Information almoſt deſtroyed 
every Hope of his being able to appear that Day as 
a Member of the honourable Toad-eating Club ; and 


upon 
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upon farther Reflexion he found, that the ſame Ob- 
ſtacle which prevented his Attendance To- day 
would ſtill exiſt on the Morrow, unleſs he could, 
by ſome Means or other, obtain a Pair of wearable 
Shoes. 

In this critical Situation he recollected that he had 
ſeen ſecond-hand Shoes hang out to Sale in S?. 
Giles's, and that this muſt be the Magazine of his 
preſent Supply. Accordingly thither he repaired— 
It ſometimes happens that a Man is dreſſed too well 
— This was actually the Caſe with Dic at preſent 
for though his black Coat ſtuck together by Art, 
and he had himſelf performed a taylorizing Operati- 
on upon it under the Arms that very Morning ; 
though his Hat had been dreſſed and re-dreſled, 
turned and returned till it was rather of a dark brown 
Colour than a black ; though the Body of his Shirt 
(that is, as much of it as covered his Body) had not 
been waſhed for a Fortnight, and by its Dye ſeem- 
ed to declare open War againſt Soap and Water; 
and though his Ruffles and Collar, which had been 
repeatedly blencbed (| ſay blanched, and not waſhed, 
becauſe they only bordered upon white) had not alit- 
tle open Work in them; yet Dick was till too well 
dreſſed for the Buſineſs he was going upon. This he 
was ſenſible of; and therefore endeavoured to diveſt 
himſelf, as much as poſſible, of all Appearances of 
Gentility : To this End he retired under an obſcure 
Gate-way, and having tucked in his Ruffles, flap- 
ped his Hat, and hid his Sword under his Coat, he 
repaired with much Expedition to the Scene of Ac- 
tion; where having ſunk into a Cellar, and exami- 
ned ſome Shoes which he thought would fit him, he 
tound his Sword, in its preſent Situation, an unſur- 
mountable Obftacle to trying them on ; ſo that he 
was compelled to draw it forth from its hidden Re- 

ceſs, 
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ceſs, and make' it bear Witneſs againſt his 
Ungentility. 

The ſecond-hand Shoe-FaQor very ingeniouſly 
told him, that he had the Honour to ſerve many 
Gentlemen of Faſhion, the Tenderneſs of whoſe Feet 
would not permit them to wear new Shoes; and 
that he hoped he ſhould have his Cuſtom for the fu- 
ture. Dick was a good deal pleaſed with the Art- 
fulneſs of the Chapman's Apology for purchaſing 
ſecond-hand Shoes, which was a much better one 
than he could have deviſed, and which indeed he 
never ſhould have had the Impudence, in his preſent 
Diſtreſs, to have uſed. But it was not his Fate to 
be ſerved by a Cobler of ſo much Addreſs; there 
was not a Pair in his whole ManafaQtory that would 
nearly fit him, and he was obliged to remount in the 
ſame unprovided State as he deſcended. However, 
a few Cellars farther he eſpied a Pair, which, by 
their Appearance, he imagined would ſuit ; but as 
he dreaded any one's paſſing who knew him, whilſt 
he was making this notable Purchaſe, he haſten- 
ed down Stairs with all imaginable Precipitancy ; 
when he had no ſooner announced his Buſineſs, 
than the Woman of the Cellar bawled out to her 
Huſband, who was in the Street, that a Gentleman 
wanted a Pair of ſecond-band Shoes. This ſhe de- 
claimed in ſo loud a Voice, that though it was in 
Broad St. Giles's itſelf, ſhe might eaſily have been 
heard acroſs the Way, and attracted the Curioſity 
of more than Half a Dozen Paſſengers, to obſerve 
who this Gentleman was that was Jaying out his Mo- 
ney in ſo a@conomical a Way: They ſurrounded the 
Cellar, and placed their Eyes full upon Dick whilſt 
he was trying on his Shoes—at the Sight of his 
Sword lying by him, and his Three-tailed Wig, 
they ſet up ſuch a Horſe-laugh as inſtantaneouſly 

| gathered 
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gathered a Mob together —every one enquiring 
what was the Matter? But what was Dicl's Con- 
fuſion, when looking up he eſpied Mr.=—, whom 
he had, a Quarter of an Hour before, beendiſputing 
with at Slaugbier's, concerning the Claims of the 
Houſe of Brandenburg to the Duchy of Eaff 
Friefland ! PR” 

There was no retracting now, he was obliged to 
go through with his Operation ; and having given 
the Shoe-FaQor what he aſked (being the Sum of 
Twenty-two Pence) he would fain have made a 
Deduction of Four Pence on Account of the Shoes he 
had on; but upon Examination they were pronoun- 
ced not worth a Halfpenny ; and the Man ſaying 
he would not be troubled with them, he ſtill 
more increaſed Dick's Rage. Having got the new- 
ly-purchaſed ones on, he flung the old ones down, 
aying, By G—d, but you muſt have them, for 
© do not know what to do with them; —then 
taking to his Heels, he made the beſt of his Way 
through the Crowd, not without ſome Shouts and 
Hooting ; ſo that any one paſſing might eaſily have 
miſtaken Dick for a Pickpocket. 

This was a very mortifying Adventure for Dick, 
not only on Account of his preſent Diſhonour, but 
alſo by Reaſon of his future Diſcredit, as he was 
pretty certain his political Antagoniſt would not 
fail to triumph over his Diſtreſſes, retail his Misfor- 
tunes at Slaughter's before his Return, and thereby 
regain in St. Giles's what he had loſt in Germany, 
He alſo conſidered the Diſadvantages of a Man's 
appearing out of Character, and that, beſides the 
ridiculous Figure he had made for the Sport of the 
Mob, the Appellation of Gentleman had certainly 
been a Sixpenny Duty, and every Sir a Penny ſem- 
der cadem upon his Shoes. | 

How- 
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However, Dick having thus equipped his Feet, 
led down his Ruffles, and replaced his Sword by 


his Side, he conſoled himſelf with the Reflexion, 


that he could now at leaſt make his Appearance at 
the Toad-eater's Club, and that luckily none of the 
Members had paſſed by during this Cri/pinian 
Conflif. | 
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C HAP. XV. 


Kate's Arrival in Town—-The Mort iſica tion ſbe gives 
the Doctor at Lord Shallow's. A Conference be- 
tween Dick and bis Enamorata. The preſent Ad- 
vantage he derives therefrom, A Project of their 
Connexion. 


HE preſent State of our Hero's Indigence 
T will, I believe, need neither Comment nor 
Illuſtration; and the Reader will, I doubt not, b 
this time ſet him down for a d—d unlucky Rafca), 
who, according to the vulgar Phraſe, was born un- 
der a T hreepenny Planet, and would never be worth a 
Groat. I muſt acknowledge, though I wiſh Doctor 
Swallow as well as any Man living, and not without 
Reaſon, and though I believe I am as little tinctu- 
red with Superſtition as any one breathing, I can- 
not help beginning to ſuſpect that his #7fernal (not 
celeſtial) Stars have had ſome Share in his uncom- 
mon Fate. I did imagine I had ſurmounted every 
the ſmalleſt aſtrological Influence, and had conclu- 
ded that neither Mars, Venus, Fupiter, Mercury, or 
Saturn had any thing at all to do with our terreſtri- 
al Conduct; and that though we had called Saturn 
a ſtupid, thick-ſcull'd Raſcal, Mercury a ſcandalous 
Pimp, or Venus a moſt errant Brimſtone, they could 
no way in the world have commenced an Action 
for Scandalum Magnatum, or proſecuted us for a Li- 
bel. But I begin to ſuſpe& that there are other 
Courts of Juſtice beſides thoſe in We/tmin/ter Hall, 
and that there is a certain Fatality that ſettles eve- 
ry thing important above Stairs, before it can obtain 


a fair Hearing before LORD CHIEF FUSTICE 
PRATT. 


It 
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It was the very Day after our Hero had ſo uſeful- 
ly diſpoſed of his Two-and-twenty Pence in &.. 
Giles's that he met Kate in Street—nay, at 
the critical Moment of knocking at Lord Shallow's 
Door, Kate had paſſed him twice, without his ob- 
ſerving her; and it was not till he had given the 
triple Rap that ſhe accoſted him, otherwiſe he might 
have ſaved himſelf no ſmall Share of Confuſion be. 
fore the Porter, in being compelled to acknowledge 
Kate, in her red Cloak and brown Camblet Gown, 
for an Acquaintance. This was the Summit of 
Mortification to the Doctor, who had but too ſenſi- 
bly felt the various Gradations of his Dreſs and Ap- 
pearance, by the Behaviour of his Lordſhip's Do- 
meſtics. 

The Doctor's ſhabby Gentility appeared to Kate 
in a very different Point of Light to what it had 
done to Lord Shallow's Servants; ſhe, who had ne- 
ver ſeen him in a ruffled Shirt, a Tye-wig, or 
Sword, imagined theſe were the diſtinctive Marks 
of Nobility in London ; and therefore concluded, not 
without ſome Reaſon, that Dick was too proud to 
take Notice of her. She therefore challenged an 
Acquaintance with him juſt as the Door opened ; 
and he was ſo unexpectedly ſurprized into it, that 
he found himſelf compelled to acknowledge it. 
Let the Reader ſuppuſe himſelf in Dick's Situati- 

on, and then aſk himſelf how he would have aQted ? 
A Dagger to his Heart, a Piſtol-ſhot to his Brain, an 
Earthquake, or a general Diſſolution of Nature, 
could not more have affected him] Dick was not 
faſcinated nor Planet-ſtruck—He was petrified. He 
remained inſenſible for ſome Moments; and had 
not the Servants conducted him into the Hall, ſeat- 
ed him, and applied Hartſhorn Drops, this wouid, 


in all Likelihood, have terminated Dick's 8 
an 
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and our Hiſtory. When he recovered a Share of 
his Senſes ſufficient to diſtinguiſh Objects, and found 
Kate ſitting by him, bathing his Hands with Tears, 
he narrowly eſcaped a Relapſe that would, in all 
Probability, have been much more dangerous than 
the firſt Attack. 

Lord Shallow entered at this critical Moment: 
He enquired what was the Matter, and being in- 
formed that the Doctor had been ſuddenly taken ill, 
ordered him into the Dining-Parlour, where by 
Kate's Abſence, he ſoon recovered himſelf, and re- 
ceived the agreeable Information that the young 
Woman was gone. This Intelligence would have 
reſtored him to all the Keenneſs of Appetite where- 
with he had ſet out from his Lodging, had he not 
frequently ſeen her paſs and repaſs before the Win- 
dow whilſt Dinner was ſerving ; and Diet, for the 
firſt Time, looked upon his Lordſhip's aſking what 
was a Cl: k as a very happy Epocha. He immedi- 
diately profited of the Signal, and took his Hat and 
Leave before any other of the Gueſts could gain 
the Street-Door. 

Kate, who had been all this Time waiting for 
him, no ſooner perceived him in the Street, than ſhe 
ran through the thickeſt of the Mud croſs the Way, 
and claſping his Hand, was glad to find he was fo 
well recovered, and kept ſuch grand Company ; at 
the ſame time enquiring whether he was ſubject to 
theſe Fits, and if it was the London Air that ſo af- 
ſected him, as ſhe had never known him to be trou- 
bled with them at Wrexham. All theſe Congratu- 
lations and Enquiries paſſed whilſt ſhe kept hold of 
his Hand, and he was making the beſt of his Way 
out of the Neighbourhood, leſt any of his Toad- 
dating Acquaintance ſhould have perceived him ſo 
linked with his Dulcinea. So that inſtead of making 
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her any Sort of Reply, he was inceſſantly turning his 
Head round to ſce if the Coaſt was completely clear. 

At length having gained a very bye Alley, where 
he thought he might enter into a Conference unno- 
ticed by any who knew him, Dick in Return beganto 
be as inquiſitive, in reſpect io Kate's Affairs, as the 
had before been with regard to his. She very innocent- 
ly told him the real Cauſe of her coming to London, 
where ſhe had arrived that very Morning: That 
her Box and Cloaths were ſtill at the Inn; and that 
ſhe looked upon herſelf as vaſtly lucky at having met 
him ſo very opportunely. Though Dick did not 
readily acquieſce to this laſt Opinion, yet as his 
Terrors were over, and a good Meal had in a great 
meaſure recruited his Spirits, he began to think 
that this unexpected Rencounter with Kate might, 
in his preſent Circumſtances be turned to ſome Ad- 
vantage, eſpecially as he found ſhe had ſaved up- 
wards of Twenty Pounds, which ſhe had brought 
with her, and that ſhe was tolerably equipped with 
reſpect to Clothes, though they were not of a very 
elegant Sort. 'To this end he judged it would be 
very imprudent to undeceive her in regard to his 
preſent Affluence and Grandeur, as ſhe hag not Pe- 
netration ſufficient to diſcover, beneath his three- 
tailed Perriwig and full-trimmed Coat, Poverty and 
Diſtreſs. The Company ſhe found he kept, and 
that dangling Mark of Gentility which he carried 
about him, might have deceived a Woman of more 
Diſcernment. So that Dick had no Occaſion to 
give her any Aſſurances of the proſperous State of 
his Affairs; it was only neceſſary that he ſhould 


make ſome Declarations of Love and Friendſhip, 


and lay afide that ſeeming Pride, which ſhe attri- 
buted to the Elevation of his Fortune, and the Gen- 


tility of his Appearance. 
r F Dick 
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Dick immediately propoſed repairing to the Inn 
where her Things were depoſited, as the propereſt 
Place to hold a 8 upon what was the moſt 
prudent Step to be taken. He then obſerved to her, 
that he was at preſent lodged in a Houſe, the Miſ- 
treſs of which was ſo extremely ſcrupulous, that ſhe 
would let no Females, of whatever Kind, be admit- 
ted to any of her Lodgers; but that he would pro- 
cure her a Lodging for the preſent, till ſuch time 
as they could take a Houſe, and live together, 80 
much Condeſcenſion and Regard dazzled Kate with 
ſuch Proſpects of Grandeur, that ſhe imagined as 
the Doctor kept Company with Lords, to be ſure 
when ſhe ſhould be looked upon as his Wife, ſhe 
would aſſociate with Ladies; and began already to 
think herſelf a Woman of no ſmall Conſequence. 
Had not Kate been put into a very good-natured 
Diſpoſition by the enlivening Glaſs which chearful- 
ly circulated, the Renewal of Dic#'s Friendſhip and 
Attachment would have ſufficiently intitled him to 
any Demand that he could reaſonably have made. 
It was now that he opened his Mind to her, and 
aſked whether ſhe could do him a Piece of Service. 
She replied any thing in her Power he might com- 
mand. Why then (ſaid he) I have a Bill of Ten 
Pounds to pay To-morrow, and I have got but 
„Five Pounds of the Money; and unleſs I can 
* borrow the other Five ſomewhere, I ſhall be put 
to great Inconveniency. *'Kate made him no An- 
ſwer; put pulling out her Purſe, put down Ten 
Guineas, deſiring him to make uſe of them. He had 
Modeſty enough at firſt to decline accepting of 
more than five; butdhe ſtrongly preſſing him, ſay- 
ing, That as he would pay away all he had, he would 
certainly have Occaſion for the other Five, he at length 
ſubmitted, and indulged her with accepting of the 


whole Sum. 
K 2 Dick 
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Dick having by this Means recovered ſome of his 
Linen and a decent Suit of Clothes, he was as good 
as his Word, andtcok Lodgings for them both upon 
a Ground-Floor near Crown-Court ; when Kate was 
as happy as a Queen, in the full ExpeQation of ſoon 
roiling in her Chariot; and Dick's Circumſtances 
were ſomewhat altered for the better, by the Ap- 

It cannot be fuppoſed that the remaining Ten 
Guineas, which were all that Kate and her Help- 
mate were poſſeſſed of, could furniſh them with 
the Means of ſubſiſting any great Length of Time, 
eſpecially as our Hero found himſelf intirely diſgra- 
ced at Lord SHallew's, by the Recapitulation. of 
what had paſſed between Kate and the Doctor upon 
their firſt Interview, It was not long before Kate 
became a Diſciple to that Syſtem of Philoſophy 
which Dick was initiated into by the Chamberlain 
at the I hilechapel Inn. She was highly delighted 
at firſt with the DoArine of the Three Blue Spheres. 
But ſhe ſoon diſcovered her Miſtake, and found, to 
her Coſt, that they did not equiponderate between 
preſent Intereſt and future Loſs. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XN. 


Containing ſome valuable Secrets, whereby any unfor- 
tunate Phyſician, Surgeon, or Adotbecary (the 
Man-midwife) wha is nat poſſeſſed of ſo extenſive a 
Practice as he can deſire, may inſure himſelf more 
Patients than be can attend in one Ieet's Time— 


Founded upon Experience, and confirmed by Suc- 
ceſs. 


] N this Situation Dick reſolved to make a phyſi- 
cal Puſh. He was at prefent unable to diſplay 
the neceſſary Inſignia of an Equipage, without 
which Medicine is fo poorly recommended, and 
ſometimes with it, as he had woefully experienced: 
As to any new Diſcoveries or freſh Noſtrums, the 
Invention of Man and the Skill of the moſt elabc- 
rate Chemiſt were ſet at nought— There were more 


Remedies advertiſed than there were Diſorders; - 


and conſidering their great Efficacy, it was ſurpri- 


ſing there ſhould be an ailing Perſon in the Three 


Kingdoms. Thus circumſtarced, and knowing 
that nothing but Novelty would ſtrike the Public's 


Attention, Dick bethought himſelf that it would be El 


more expedient to invent freſh Diſorders than to 
attempt new Remedies. Whilſt he was excogitat- 
ing in this Manner one Morning at Forreſt's Coffer- 
houſe, a Lady paſſed by who had the Misfortune to 
be crooked : He obſerved that all the Art of her 
Staymaker had been exhauſted in attempting to 
conceal the Deformity, but to little or no Effect. A 
Thought immediately came into his Head, that 
there was not a hunch-backed Woman in England 
that would not pay a Guinea, in the ExpeQation 
of being rendered ſtraight. He immediately called 

K 3 for 


——— p—— —— I 8 * 


198 THE PARASITE 


for Pen, Ink, and Paper, and produced the follow- 
ing Advertiſement : 


To the FAIR SEX. 


S many very agreeable Ladies have the 
Misfortune, either by ſome Accident at 

their Birth or the Careleſſneſs of their Nurſes, 
to be ill-ſhaped, or what is uſually called hunch- 
backed; and as they would, if this Impediment 
lo their general Beauty were removed, be, per- 
haps, ſome of the moſt ſhining Ornaments of 
their Sex: A Gentleman of the Faculty, who 
has alſo been bred a regular Surgeon, offers his 
Service to ſuch Ladies as labour under theſe In- 
conveniences, and aſſures them they need not be 
under the leaſt Apprehenſion, in any Caſe how- 
ever deſperate, of being rendered completly 
ſtraight in a few Weeks, by the Application of a 
new invented Bandage, which is uſed in the 
Grand Signior's Seraglio, with the greateſt Suc- 
ceſs, and withoat having once failed of produc- 
ing the deſired Effect. This great Azquiſiiion 
for the Eigiyjo Ladies he formerly made whilſt 
he was at Conſtantinople employed in the Capa- 
city of the Mufti's head Surgeon, He has fince 
availed himſelf of this important Diſcovery in 
many Paris of Europe, particularly at the courts 


of Peterſburgh, Berlin, Vienna, Dreſden, Copen- 


hagen, Stockholm, Paris, Madrid, Liſbon, Tu- 
rin, &c. &c. &. &c. where the many ſurpriſing 
Cures he has performed upon Numbers of the 
firſt Nobility would be too tedious to attempt 
enumerating in an Advertiſement, but the truth 
of which any Lady may be convinced of, by the 


numerous Letters the Dector has now in his 
« fPoſſe ſſion 
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« Poſſeſſion of the Hand-writing of moſt of the 
« Crowned Heads, Potentates, and Sovereign Prin- 
« ces of Europe, Afia, Africa, and merica, upon 
« Application to him at his Houſe in Dueen's- Head 
« Court, near Windmill-Street.” 


This Advertiſement, ſtrange and ridiculous as 
it might appear, operated beyond the Doctor's moſt 
ſanguine ExpeQations: For ina few Days he bad 
no leſs than Twenty Patients, from every one of 
whom he received a Guinea (beſides the Price of a 
Bandage, which he had indeed invented) as earneſt 
of their future Payments, Moſt of theſe Ladies 
were ſo completely deformed, that it evidently ap- 
peared Nature never defigned them to be ſtraight. 
Some of his younger Patients, who were only a 
little crooked, by being habitually kept in an u- 
right Poſture, might derive ſome Advantage from 
the Uſe of the Bandage, which was formed of no- 
thing but Paſteboard ; but which he eafily perſuad- 
ed them had been made at Conflantinople, and 
therefore extorted for it Two Guineas. He had the 
Art of fatisfying moſt of his Patients; for thoſe to 
whom he did the leaſt Good were readily appriſed 
of it, and thoſe to whom he did no Good, he had 
the Addreſs to perſuade they were much ſtraighter 
than he found them, and that they would, in a 
few Weeks, arrive at that eaſy, careleſs, flattern, 
faſhionable ſhape, which no one could determine to 
be crooked or ſtraight, and which, he aſſured them, 
was the preciſe Line of Beauty, as delineated by 
Mr. Hogarth. 

His early Succeſs in this crooked Branch of Chi- 
rurgery, which had ere now enabled him to keep a 
Man to diſperſe his Hand-Bills about, and ſtick up 
his Advertiſements at the Corners of Streets (which 
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latter Vocation he had been obliged himſelf for 
ſome time to follow) excited him to ruminate till 
farther, in order to diſcover imaginary Ailments, 
which might admit of real Cures. Kate's prolific 
Venter, which once more began to teſtify itſelf, 
often came into his Head: He could not help conſi- 
dering what a Misfortune it muſt be for a poor 
Man to be tronbled with an over-fruitful Wife— 
He alſo reflected upon the many virtuous Repu- 
tations that were Joſt by young Ladies being too 
pregnant with the Ovidian Ideas; and that, not- 
withſtanding they might give a Dozen uſeful Mem- 
bers to the Community, they were branded with 
Infamy by that ſame Community, in proportion as 
they were uſeful to it, Theſe and ſuch- like Con- 
ſiderations induced him to offer his Service to both 
Sexes upon this important Head ; and as the Ad- 
vertiſement publiſhed upon this Occaſion was ſome- 
what whimſical, the Reader may not be diſpleaſed 
to meet with it here. | 


« APPINESS is the general Purſuit of Man- 
6 kind; and as the Poet has very judicioufly 
„ remarked, that Love is the ſovereign Cordial 
© that muſt ſweeten all the Bitters of lite, it would 
be the higheſt Cruelty to think of hindering the 
* meaneſt of our Fellow-Creatures from the Parti- 
„ cipation of this univerſal Bleſſing. But as there 
* js no Felicity on Earth without Alloy, ſo even 
Love is frequently attended in its Indulgence with 
© the moſt poignant Affliction, and the moſt laſting 


% Sorrow, which is occaſioned by the Prejudices 
« and 
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t and erroneous O pinions of the World on the one 
“ hand, and the Apprehenſions of Poverty and Mi- 
« ſery on the other. In order to remove the Sources 
6 of theſe Misfortunes, as far as it is in the Power 
© of Humanity, a Gentleman learned in phyſical and 
« natural Reſearches offers to ſecure the Ladies 
© Reputations, without conſtraint, and the Terrors 
« of too numerous an Offspring, without preclud- 
« ing Enjoyment.” 

This Advertiſement had no ſooner made its Ap- 
pearance, than Dicł had infinitely more Applications 
upon this Occaſion than upon his former Propoſal 
Whether there were more Reputations to ſecure 
than Backs to ſtraighten, or whether Love is a more 
predominant Paſſion than Beauty, thus much is 
certain, that he had above Fifty Meſſages the firſt 
Morning ; and as he fold his Preparation at Half a 
Guinea a Bottle, which was only one preventative 
Doſe, frequent Repetitions enſued from his cured 
Patients: So that it were needleſs to add that this 
unfruflifying Scheme proved a very fruitful one to 
him, and ſoon enabled him to take a genteel Houſe, 
and keep a Servant in Livery, . 

He was waited upon one Morning by a Man: 
and his Wife, who, he was informed, had come. 
out of Yorkſhire, in order to be cured of their fatal 
Diſorder, which was that of getting too many Chil- 
dren—A Year never elapſed without their produc- 
ing one, two, and ſometimes three; ſo that though 
they had. been married but Five Years, they had 
now Nine Children living; and as they were both 
young and healthſul, there was as great a Probabi- 
lity of their having Nine more in the fame Time. 
This certainly was an alarming Affair. Fobn Thwac- 
ter (which was his Name) would fain have per- 
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ſuaded Be, to have undergone an Operation that 
could not fail being completely efficacious ; but as 
the inſiſted upon a reciprocal Conceſſion on his 
Part, the Knight of the Horſe-Shoe Creft was diſ- 
milled without performing his Office. Not agree- 
ing about this matter, which had occaſioned fre- 
quent Altercation, they reſolved to come up to 
Town, as they had been informed that the Doctor 
was @ very learned Man, and could cure them with- 
out coming to ſuch Extremities ; but when they 
were informed his Medicine was Half a Guinea a 
Bottle, and that one Bottle muſt be taken every 
time they propoſed deceiving Nature, they were re- 
ſolved to return home and jog on in the old Way. 

Dick was another Morning waited upon by an 
old Gentleman who had married a young Wife; 
and as the Doctor had made fo notable a Diſcovery 
to prevent Pregnancy, he doubted not that by ſome 

Anti-application he might promote it : And having 
been married Two Years, without his Wife having 
yet proved fruitful, he came to know if the Doctor 
was acquainted with any Preſcription in the Mate- 
ria Medica whereby ſhe might be rendered preg- 
nant: For beſides the Satisfaction he would receive 
from having a Child, it would remove ſome ſmall 
Anxieties which he Jaboured under concerning a 
Kinſman, whom he had admitted to live in his 
Houſe, and whom he was apprehenſive his Wife 
looked upon too fondly, though, in his cooler Mo- 
ments, he really imagined that his Suſpicions were 
grounded only upon his own Inabilities. 

The DoQor having enquired his Age, which was 
Seventy-three, and taken his Fee, adviſed him to 
go into the Country for a few Months, in order to 

recruit 
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recruit his Spirits, and avoid thinking about his 
Wife or his Kinſman ; and that finding his Wiſe 
in a good Habit of Body at his Return, if ſhe did 
not prove pregnant in a ſhort Time after, ſhe would 
abſolutely baffle his Art. | 
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CHAP. XVII. 


A French Ragout dreſſed al a naturelle. A Portrait 
of an Engliſh Nobleman at Paris. The valuable 
Character we purchaſe abroad for our Money. 
French Gratitude exemplified, and French Cou- 
rage put to the Te. Some ineſtimable Drops, cal- 
culated for the Meridian of Berkley, Groſvenor, 
Hanover, and Cavendiſh Squares, 


THINK the moſt abſtemious Critic muſt aek now- 

ledge that the Doctor has very rigidly obſerved 
the Faſt which was ordered him in Chap. xxi.— 
And as he has not once thought of eating (at his own 
Expence) ſince he dined at the Twopence Halfpenny 
Ordinary in Newgate-Street (which we cannot ſup- 
pole to have been a very Epicurean Meal) I think he 
may be allowed once more to go in purſuit of a pub-, 
lie Dinner. 

This was abſolutely the Caſe, when Dick paſling 
through a Street, near St. Fames's, his Attention 
was attracted by a Number of foreign Voices at a 
One-pair of Stairs Window ; and looking up at the 
Sign, he perceived a Voucher for good Eating. 
Thus invited, he repaired up Stairs; when the Soup 
was preſently ſerved, and he found himſelf in Com- 
pany with no leſs than Twelve French Valet de 
Chambres. One of them foon broke Silence to 
him ; but as he replied with a Shake of the Head, 
intimating he did not underſtand what was ſaid, the 
Perſon who addreſſed him turned to his Neighbour, 
and, with a Sneer, ſaid, ©* Duells bite—il n'entend 
pas le Frangois.” This Specimen of French Politeſſe 
promiled Dick fome Amuſement, under the Cover 
of his ſuppoſed Ignorance. 

The Twelve Gentlemen's Gentlemen ſoon entered 

into 
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into general Converſation, and every one gave ſome 
Account of what had paſled in their reſpective Fa- 
milies—Their Maſters Intrigues—the Miftreſſes 
they kept—the Expences they occaſioned—were fo 
many Subjects of their Animadverſion—Nay, their 
Ladies private Connexions and connubial Retalia- 
tions did not paſs unnoticed, with now and then a 
Hint dropped, inſinuating, that Madame ſavoit 
« bjen diſtinguer un homme de merite en tel diat qu'il 
46 ftoit.“ This inſolent Vanity had nearly ſet Dick's 
Blood into ſuch a Ferment, as to have diſcovered 
his Acquaintance with what had paſſed.— But tak- 
ing a large Draught of Beer, he waſhed down his 
Wrath, and renewed his Attention, 

Moſt of their Lords and Maſters had travelled 
abroad, and made ſome Stay at Paris, where they 
had, for the Majority, picked up theſe worthy and 
faithful Servants 3 and a Comment upon their Con- 
duct, during their Reſidence at that Capital, fur- 
niſhed them with no ſmall Scope for Satire and Ri- 
dicule. My Lord (ſaid one) ſtaid Three Months 
« at Paris; and though he ſpent a "Thouſand 
% Pounds a Month, he did not make fo good a Fi- 
« gureas a Maitre Perruguier in Rue St. Honoré.“ 

„No (obſerved a Second) the Parifians know 
better Things than to let an Engliſhman do any 
„thing but expoſe himſelf with his Mcney—— 
« They have too much the Gloire of la Patrie at 
« Heart to let a Fack Roaſt-Beef, if he were to 
© ſpend a Million a Week, vie in Grandeur and 
© Magnificence with a French Nobleman.“ 

A Third added, Give an Engliſhman his Whore, 
„ his Dogs, and his Bottle, he is fatisfied ; he has no 
«© Reliſh for the Elegancies of Life—— The Re- 
* finements of the Beau Monde are all thrown away 
“ upon him.“ 
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« Ay, (ſays a Fourth) an Engliſhman travels only 
© to ſhew that he has more Money than Senſe, and 
cc to demonſtrate that he is more the Brute than 
« the Man.” 

From perſonal Reflections they came to national 
ones — They attributed all our Succeſs in the late 
War to Luck and Treachery, and would not allow 
the Engliſh to poſſeſs either Courage or Judgment; 
and that, as uſual, we had demonſtrated that the 
ill Fortune of the French in the Field, was eaſily to 
be recovered by a Daſh of the Pen in the Cloſet. 

They were going on in this high Career to prove 
us all Brutes, Cowards, and Fools, when Dick 
found a ſecond Draught of Beer ineffectual, and 
that a Love of his Country would, in Deſpite of 
himſelf, prevail over his curioſity, when he addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to them in nearly the following Manner : 
« What a Set of Raſcals have I got amongſt | —— 
&«& You are not contented, Locuſt-like, to come 
& and devour the Produce of our Land, to live in 
« Eaſe, Idleneſs, and Plenty, whilſt Thouſands of 
c our Countrymen, with Fifty times your Merit, 
« are ſtarving for want of the common Neceſſaries 
*© of Life, but you muſt even inſult, ſlander, and 
« abuſe thoſe who ſo ridiculouſly cheriſh you. In- 
« deed it is what they richly deferve at your Hands, 
« for being partially deaf and blind to our national 
« Deſerts, in Favour of ſuch a Set of exotick Re- 
% negadoes. But ſtill this does not leſſen your In- 
c gratitude — If we are ſuch a Parcel of Brutes and 
© Fools as you repreſent, why do you live amongſt 
«© us? Why do not you return to your own Coun- 
<« try, where Politeneſs, Elegance, and Felicity ſo 
© much abound? Is it becauſe you know you muſt 
« ſtarve there, amidſt all your pretended Luxuries 
* of the Table?—That you muſt return to your 
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« Soup-meagre and Garlick? — Dreſs and ſhave for 
« a Halfpenny in Provence? You who have ſo in- 
&« diſcriminately characteriſed the Engliſh to be all 
„ Fools, have now proved yourſelves much greater, 
© by not having common Policy ſufficient to con- 
« ceal your Sentiments amongſt them, and whilſt 
« you till lie at their Mercy for Bread. As to 
4% Courage, if any amongſt you have Reſolution 
* enough to diſpute that Point, I am very ready to 
« ſhew you that an Engliſhman is at no Time afraid 
« of a n Frenchmen.” 

Dick had ſcarce got half Way through his Speech 
before moſt of the Gueſts had one by one ſneaked 
off, without having nearly finiſhed their Dinner, 
and there was not one left who had opened his 
Mouth directly againſt the Engli/h. Thoſe who re- 


mained began now to apologize for the Indiſcretion 


of the departed Members, and acknowledged that 
they were highly to blame, and deſerved to be pu- 
niſhed for their Folly ; for a harſher Name they 
would not give it. Nevertheleſs Dic# could not pre- 
vail upon thoſe who were left, nor the Maſter of the 
Houſe, to furniſh him with the Names of the De- 
linquents, as he would otherwiſe certainly have ac- 
quainted their Maſters and Ladies of their Conduct, 
that they might, if they had any Senſe of Feeling, 
treat them in the Manner they deſerved, 
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CHAP, XVIII. 


The Camera Obſcura of Genius ; being a Sketch of 
ſome modern literary Figures, done from Still- 


Life. 


HEN Dick thought he had diſcovered the Cor- 
nucopia of Medicine, and the Panacea of Pa- 
naceas, he found himſelf greatly diſturbed by an 
Event, which though he had for ſome time foreſeen, 
he was in Hopes to have eſcaped the ill Effects which 
flowed from it. The Doctor, who had been play- 
ing at Hide-and-ſeek ever fince his Fortune had eva- 
rated in fumo, was at length diſcovered by the 
Dutch Merchant who was poſſeſſed of his Bond for 
100 l. by Means of the great Noiſe he now made 
in the Fenpirical World; and a Diſcovery of the 
Place of his Abode was ſoon followed by a very diſ- 
agreeable Meſſenger vulgarly called a Bailiff, who 
waited upon Dick one Morning to acquaint him he 
had a Writ againſt him for that Sum. | 

Our Hero made but a ſhort Stay at the Spunging- 
houſe. As he was convinced by repeated Applica- 
tions to his former Acquaintance, even thoſe who 
had lived upon him for Years, and who more than 
once had been kept out of Jail by his Beneficence, 
that there were not the leaſt Grounds to hope for 
either paying the Bond or ſatisfying the Plaintiff ; 
he readily conſented to take up his Lodgings in the 
King's Bench. 

He found this Priſon a much more ſociable Place 
than he had pictured it to himſelf ; for beſides a 
Bookſeller and a profeſſed Wit, he met with Two 
Authors and a profeſſed Poet. The Gentleman of 


the Trade was confined for printing nothing more 
than 
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than a Libel ; ohe of the Authors for writing an 
inflammatory political Pamphlet; the Wit for 
want of Prudence; the Author for Debt; and the 
Poet for want of Bail. 

The Doctor's Time paſſed agreeably enough as 
mongſt this Fraternity, who behaved very cour- 
teouſly to their new Member; and Dick failed not 
to exert his Abilities to ſecure that Applauſe which 
they ſo laviſhly beſtowed upon him. There was 
but one "Thing which gave Dick at this JunQure 
any Concern—lt was neither the Loſs of Liberty, 
nor being deprived of the Company of his agreeable 
Help-mate ; both theſe he could have had the Phi- 
loſophy to bear—but unfortunately there was no 
getting the better of that all- powerſul Argument the 
Res pecuniaria ; and the additional Misfortune was, 
that he could not adminiſter his eficacious Remedies 
for his imaginary Diſorders in his prènnt Confine- 
ment. He found the Gentleman of tt Trade was 
very comfortably ſupported by his Buſf*zis, though 
he was no longer a Shopkeeper : That 'one of the 
Authors, who was alſo a Phyſician, but who had 
never yet taken a Fee, and had therefore turned a 
political Doclor, had, beſides many Douceurs which 
he received from the Party on whoſe Side he had 
written, a /iving Income from the Bookſellers for 
a Production in Embryo, intitled The Hiftory of 
Prime Miniflers from the Revolution®. 

The other Writer had alſo his literary Reſources; 
being early initiated into the Myſteries of Litera- 
ture, he was ere now a perfect Adept in that pecu- 


liar Science, which very few are acquainted with, 
though 


7— 


The Reaſon that the learned World have not 
yet been favoured with this valuable Work, we are 
intirely at a Loſs to account for. 
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though ſo many attempt—the Tranſmutation of 
baſe Words into ſlerling Money. This Gentleman 
was particularly fortunate at expeditiouſly throwing 
off Half a Dozen Numbers of a hebdomadal Work, 
or a Couple of neat Pocket Volumes. The Trade 
were convinced of his Expedition, and the World 
acknowledged his Merit. 
As to the Wit and the Poet, their Food and Sup- 
— were light and equivocal great Promoters of 
ancy, and Auxiliaries to Invention. As theſe 
Seeds of Genius were cultivated in a Manner fo uni- 
verſally approved, it would not have been ſurpriſing 
to have ſeen them equal a Swift, or rival a Dryden. 
But it ſhould ſeem that this Culture, in whatever 
Eſtimation it may be, was not the natural Manure 
of their Talents, as they were never ſo dull as when: 
their Parts were thus metaphyſically nurtured. The 
Poet in one V theſe Flights ſpoke a dreadful pare- 
died Soliloq ay: — * 


1 Dit 
o cat or not to Eaton 


And the Wit held forth very learnedly upon the 
Virtues and Advantages of Porter. 

] ſhall attempt (ſaid this Genius) to prove the 
« Benefits and Advantages of Porter-drinking to 
* modern Authors and Poets. The Cheapneſs of 
* the Acquiſition, and the Ability of even a poor 
% Author drinking great Quantities, which may 
& ſerve him as well for Meat as Drink—The ſopo- 
& rific and other excellent Qualities of this Liquor, 
« are the only Ballaſt for too volatile an Imagina- 
tion; and though it doth not correct the Judg- 
© ment, it is ſure, when taken in proper Quanti- 
« ties, to deaden the Invention, and damp all viva- 


& cious Sallies, which are ſo apparently and re- 
© markably 
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© markably exuberant in all modern Works of Ge- 
„ nius, It will, taken Night and Morning, con- 
vert a Poet into a Philoſopher, and a Philoſopher 
© into a Mathematician ; and has been known, in 
© ſome Caſes, to entify a Metaphyſician, and make 
* him argue upon real Subſtances ; being aſſured, 
« from good Authority, that Lord Bolingbroke 
„% wrote an elaborate and well-dige(ted Treatiſe 
« upon Hops and Malt.” 

Here Dick deſired him to advance no Falſities in 
Support of ſo ridiculous an Argument And this 
celebrated Wit had the Mortification to find, that 
though he had drank no Porter that Day, it was 
univerſally agreed he ſtood in no ſort of Need of it, 
either to deaden his Imagination, or to check the 
Exuberance of his Fancy. 

The Dutch Merchant, who was poſſeſſed of our 
Hero's Bond, finding that his Confinement render- 
ed him intirely incapable of either paying the Mo- 
ney, or even ſupporting himſelf, was prevailed 
upon to reſtore Dick his Liberty, upon Condition 
of diſcharging the debt by different Payments at 
certain ſtipulated Times, 


CHAP, 
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. 


Dick's Authorſhip completely illuſlrated; forming a 
general Index to the preſent State of II-LIT ERA.“ 
TURE, as uſurped by Bookſellers, Publiſhers, and 


Printers. 


ICK's Finances till running very low, not- 

withſtanding his Liberty, and having by his 
late Confine ment initiated himſelf into the preſent 
State of Politics, he thought he was doubly quali- 
fied to enter the Liſt of controverſial Writers Firſt, 
as his Poverty ſo immediately pointed out to him 
the direct Road to Grub-Street, with every Alley, 
Turning, and Winding (particularly in Porridge 
Hland) as marked out upon the topographical Chat 
of Neceſſity, from the Verge of the Court to the 
Attic Story of Poets—And ſecondly, as his Abilities 
in political Controverſy perſuaded him he could il- 
luſtrate any Argument, prove or diſprove for any 
Party, or on either Side of any Queſtion that ſhould 
be at any time canvaſled, inveſtigated, commented 
upon, diſcuſſed, agitated, or fermenied, To this 
end he rallied his Forces under proper Banners: 
He had ftrung a regular Number of Arguments, 
Poſitions, Inferences, and Conſequences, to prove 
that it was impoſſible for a Man born on the nor- 
thern Side of the Tweed to be poſſeſſed of any Vir- 
tues that could diſplay the Hero, qualify the Stateſ- 
man, or dignify the Man ; that the ſole Inheritance 
| a Scotchman could poſſibly lay claim to was Jacobi- 
tiſm, Slavery, and the Itch; and that therefore all 
thoſe who endeavoured to move eccentrically from 
either of theſe national Points, ſhould be conſidered 


in the ſame Light as the French Aſtronomers do 4% 
Etailes 
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Etoiles errantes, and ranked among the untractable 
Phenomena. Theſe he confidered as his popular 
Forces, and therefore kept them well diſciplined, 
that they might be always ready to attempt a Skir- 
miſh in the Plains of Pampbletiſm, where he had 
perſuaded himſelf that it was impoſſible to fail of 
Victory, when Liberty was written in Capitals upon 
their Standard. On the other hand he had muſter- 
ed no contemptible Number of Forces in Favour of 
Scottiſh Meaſures and Scottiſh Miniſters ; but theſe 
he conſidered as Mercenaries, unable to ſupport 
themſelves without Subſidies pre-ſtipulated with the 
contracting Powers; and therefore kept them in 
Ambuſh, till they ſhould be called out to Action by 
ſuch ſtimulating Influence. Theſe Mercenaries, 
who had for their Standard the Scotch "Thiſtle, with 
the Motto of Point d' Argent, point de Suiſſe,” 
publickly eſpouſed the Cauſe of the Sovereign, 
whilſt they in fact only attempted to advance the 
Intereſt of the Minifter—They fought againſt Li- 
centiouſneſs under the Maſk of Liberty, and againſt 
Self. intereſt under the Veil of Patriotiſm. Their 
fundamental Maxims were, that a Man whoſe 
whole Life had been one continued Scene of Vice, 
could never be the real and diſintereſted Champion 
of religious and civil Liberty; and that he who en- 
deavoured to avail himſelf of every little Fineſſe of 
Privilege, as the Member of a particular Aſſembly, 
was but an impotent Defender of the Rights and 
Properties of the People in their general Capacity ; 
and that ſo far from being the Aſſertor and Vindi- 
cator of the Religion, Laws, and Honour of his 
Country, he was but the Tool of Party and the 
Firebrand of Sedition. 

Dick having thus muſtered his Ideas pro and con, 
and alſo met with a venal Bookſeller, who would 


ſell 


. - * 
www — — — — — 
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ſell his Country, nay, his GOD, let him fix but 
the Price, he was not deſtitute of Hopes of ſoon 
reſuming his former Appearance, and mortgaging 
Scetland, and all its Appendages, for a new Suit of 
Clothes. Indeed DicF's Productions met with ſome 
Succeſs, if the Sale of them may be conſidered in 
that Light—But though Dick could digeſt a 
Thought and run an Argument through all its 
Changes, yet he was far from being the happieſt in 
the World at ſtriking out any thing new; and his 
Bookſeller pronounced him the very worſt Writer 
upon his whole Liſt for hitting off a ſtriking Title— 
Dick was really no-body, no-body at all for a Title : 
So that his Bookſeller, who did not a little pique 
himſelf upon this Branch of literary Compoſition, 
was obliged to furniſh him with all the Titles that he 
had to work upon ; and this neceſſarily occaſioned no 
ſmall Drawback on the Side of his Receipts, as it 
was a fundamental Maxim with his Bookſeller, that 
half the Merit of the Work, at leaſt, conſiſted in 
the Title.-- ©* Ay (would he ſay) I've known a 
« ſtriking Title carry off Two Impreſſions, when 
& the ſame Work has before laboured under an in- 
4 ſignificant one, without being able to make its 
« Way for Fifty.” Theſe being his Sentiments 
upon this Head, it is no Wonder that a DeduQion 
of Cent. per Cent. ſhould be made upon this Score, 
or that Dick ſhould be obliged readily to acquieſce 
in the exorbitant Premium. 

His Bookſeller came to him one Morning, and, 
with Rapture ſparkling in his Eyes, told Dick, with 


no ſmall Emphaſis, his Fortune was made. Our 


Hero, with much ſeeming Pleafure, wiſhed him 
oy, and aſked him, whether it was by the Death 
of his Uncle, from whom he had great ExpeQta- 


tions, or whether he had got the Ten thouſand 
| Pound 
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Pound Prize? © No, you Blockhead (he replied) 
„it's all the Work of my own Hand. Look 
e there,” ſaid he, throwing down a Paper with 
this Inſcription ; 

COURT PUPPIES. 

WHORES OF QUALITY. 

SCOUNDRELS OF DISTINCTION, 


«© There's Titles for you Ten thouſand of each 
c to a Demonſtration will go off— Nay, I would 
* not change for the Woman of Pleaſure, or Hoyle"s 
© Games. Do you go to Work upon them as faſt 
“as you can; but be ſure you get the Court Puppies 
&© ready by the King's Birth-Day : Ay, they muſt 
« appear on the Birth-Day, without fail, or elſe 
„every body will be out of Town, and no one 
„vill attend to them. As to the Whores of Quali- 
“ fy, they will do either in Winter or Summer, 
« Town or Country—They'll have their Admirers 
in the Hay-market or Covent-Garden, as well as 
*« at Tunbridge or Scarborough They'll be a pretty 
« light Summer's Amuſement, and will certainly 
* take at Brighthe/mſlone and the Hot-Wells. But 
* be ſure you lay it on thick; do not be afraid of 
„ offending the Chaſtity of the Ladies—It's all a 
* Joke; if it was not for Female Readers it would 
* never be worth a Bookſeller's While to publiſh a 
% Bawdy Novel. And the beſt Time for the 
« Scoundrels of Diſtinion to appear will be in No- 
« vember ; they'll cut a Figure then, when the 
© World's Attention is fixed upon Politics, Trials, 
„ Expulſions, falſe Patriotiſm, and falſe Honour.“ 
In ſaying this he turned ſhort upon his Heel, and 
left Dick to ruminate upon the Subject Titles be- 
fore him, without knowing whether he was to in- 
troduce 
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troduce real or imaginary Characters; whether he 
might not be proſecuted, be pilloried, loſe an Ear, 
or have his Works burned by ary Hands of the com- 
mon Hangman. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XX. 


A curious Dialogue that really occurred between a 
Patron and an Author. 


OCTOR S$wallow had laboured in the Vine- 

yard of Literature for many Months, with- 
out having yet been able to get a plentiful Vin- 
tage, or, indeed, a comfortable Subſiſtence, when 
a little Piece of his made fome Noiſe in the World, 
an fo far attracted the Notice of a certain Perſon 
in Power, that he received a Billet, deſiring a pri- 
vate Conference. The DoQor acquitted himſelf 
ſo well on this Occafion, that upon a' ſecond Vi- 
fit which he paid his Lordſhip, a very uncommon 
Dialogue took place; which we ſhall preſent the 
Reader with, as nearly as poſſible. 


LORD. 


Tt is certain, Doctor, you have a good Share of 
Witt is a thouſand” Pities that you ſhould be 


curſed with that fatirical Vein of abuſing People 
in Power. 


DOCTOR. 


Neceſſity, my Lord, has no Law: And if I 


were to write Panegyrics, they might rot upon 
my Bookſeller's Shelves, and I and my Printer 
ſtarve with our Good-nature and fine Writing. 


LORD. 
So I find it is not through Principle that you 


write; but merely for Gain. 
Vol. II. L D O C- 
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DOCTOR. 


Fating, my Lord, is a very predominant Paſſion, 
eſpecially with us Authors, who breathe the Air 
in its utmoſt Purity, before it is condenſed in theſe 
lower Regions. 


LORD. 


But do you think, if you were in a State of 
Eaſe and Independence, you could get the better 
of that ſplenetic Turn of yours, and let M---—-rs 
and Meaſures take their Chance ? 


Certainly, my Lord, I would prefer Five 
Guineas to writing the greateſt Libel that ever was 
penned. 


LORD. 


If I could be aſſured of this, I might, perhaps, 
put you out of the Caſe of abſolute Neceſſity for 


abuſing and beſpattering. 


DOCTOR. 


Your Lordſhip may rely upon it that Scandal is 
no Paſſion of mine. It is a Commodity I am 
obliged to deal in, as it is the only ſaleable one at 
the Market of Politics, 


LORD. 
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LORD. 


Well, what do you think you could live eaſy 
and comfortable upon, without being guilty of any 
Fxtravagance ? 


DOCTOR. 


Why, my Lord, I could not be ſaid to be quite 


ſnug in my Affairs, unleſs I had a Couple of Hun- 


dreds a Year. 
+ # > » | 


No—-—Methinks that is a great deal of Money, 
——Do you imagine you get that now ? 


DOCTOR. 


No, not to a Certainty, my Lord—But what 
with running in Debt, playing at Hide-and-ſeek, 
ſhifting of Lodgings without paying for them, and 
ſuch-like Expedients, I believe I don't fall far ſhore. 
This Year, my Lord, I believe I ſhould clear a 
good deal more, as I am pretty certain the Pam- 
phlet now at Prefs will be burned by the Hands 
of the Hangman; and then, you know, we fix 
our own Price. 


LOR D. 


So then I find that this intended Diſcouragement 
of infamous Books gives them a much higher Va- 
lue;z and that inſtead of puniſhing Authors and 
Bookſellers by theſe Means, we only enrich them. 
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DO Or OR. 
It is even ſo, my Lord. 


++ #1 


Well, but if we allow you this Penſion for your 
Taciturnity, you muſt give very good Securi- 
ty that you will never draw your Quill againſt The 
M——-—y any. more. | 


DOCTOR. 
My Lord, you may depend upon any Security: 


you require, 1 


And now that we have once more reſcued the 
Doctor from Indigence, and made him ſurmount his 
Misfortunes by Dint of his own Merit and Abili- 
ties, we ſhould take Leave of the Reader for the 
preſent : But as it cannot be ſuppoſed that the 
Doctor could ſo ſuddenly retreat from the Repub- 
lic of Letters without having ſome ſmall Penchart 
for diſplaying his literary Talents, we will not. 
ſo far impoſe upon his Patron as to aver that he was 
inſtantaneouſly radically cured of that inveterate 
and naſty Diſorder the CACOoETHES SCRIBENDI. 
— To own the Truth, the DoQor did now and then 
take the Pen in Hand ; and as he was debarred writing. 
upon Politics, his next moſt favourite Theme ne- 
ceſſarily occupied his Attention. In one of his 
ſcribbling Moods he produced the following Chap- 


ter; which we preſent the Reader with, as a Spe- 


cimen of Mr. Swallew's Style and Manner; where- 
by if he ſhould chance to be a Critic, he may trace 
out by Analogy other occaſional Pieces. that have. 
been. publiſhed. by the ſame Hand. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


A Diſh of good Eating, cooked up according to 
Glaſſe, and other celebrated Artif, By a Firs 
Rate Toad-eater, after Twenty Years Practice. 


Er moſt certainly communicates the great- 
eſt Nouriſhment our Bodies can receive 
Without it we muſt toon fall into Decay, become 
emaciated, periſh, die: So that we cannot too much 
employ our Thoughts upon ſo eſſential and neceſ- 
ſary a Vocation to our vital Frame. Beſides the 
nutritious Qualitics of Eating, there are many other 
that are nearly as ſtimulative to attract our Atten- 
tion; and thoſe which are not the ſmalleſt of theſe 
Incentives, are the Gratification of our Appetite, 
and the "i itiliation of our Palate, For though the 
auſtere Recluſe, the (elt-denying Hermit, or the 
more feit-denying Miſcr, may rail at Senſuality, 
and attempt to prove that all Men are Brutes who 
live re to eat than eat to live, Glaſſe, Harris, 
Bradley, and many other modern Philoſophers, 
have ſo tuily exploded ſuch ridiculous Notions, and 
ſo clear! evinced that the good Things of this 
World were not in vain diſpenſed us, but certainly 
intended as a Connterpoiſe to many Evils and Mis- 
fortunes attvndant upon Humanity, that it would be 
ſuperfluous i me to attempt proving that the Pride 
of the one, the Folly of the other, and the Ava- 
rice of the third, ſupplied the Place of all Paſſion, 
and forme a Creed of Doctrine, which had ta- 
ken Root in proportion to its Error, and which 
no Reaſon, no Conviction can deracinate. 


L.3 Where- 
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Wherefore did Nature pour her Bounties forth, 

With ſuch a full and unwithdrawing Hand, 

Covering the Earth with Odours, Fruits and Flocks 

Thronging the Seas with Spawn innumerable, 

But all to pleaſe and ſate the curious Taſte ? 

And ſet to work Millions of ſpinning Worms, 

That in their green haps weave the ſmooth-hair'd 
Silk, 

To deck her Sons; and that no Corner might 

Be vacant of her Plenty, in her own Loins 

She hatch'd th' all-worſhipp'd Ore, and precious 
Gems 

To ſtore her Children with : If all the World 

Should in a Fit of Temp'rance feed on Pulſe, 

Drink the cold Stream, and nothing wear but F rize, 

Th' All-Giver would be unthank'd, would be 
unprais'd, 

Not half his Riches known, and yet deſpis'd, 

And we ſhould ſerve him as a grudging Maſter, . 

As a penurious Niggard of his Wealth, 

And live like Nature's Baſtards, not her Sons, 

Who would be quite lurcharg' d with her own 

Weight, 

And ſtrangled with her waſte Fertility, 

Th' Earth cumber'd and the wing'd Air dark'd 

with Plumes, 

The Herds would over-multitude their Lords, 

The Sea o'erfraught would ſwell, and th' unſought 
Diamonds 

Would ſo imblaze the Forehead of the Deep, 

And ſo beſtud with Stars, that they below 

6 Would. 
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Would grow inur'd to Light, and come at laſt 
To gaze upon the Sun with ſhameleſs Brows. 


MiLro. 


[ ſhall not, therefore, at this Time of Day, when 
ſo much has been written upon god Living in ge- 


neral, and goed Eating in particular, endeavour to 


prove its Utility t any Man who has pored 
only for. Three Days over the primitive Fathers, 
and exerciſed all the cardinal Virtues during that 
Time in his Garret, having but one ſingle Argu- 
ment of a ſmoking Surloin of Beef oppoſed to all 
their Logic, and if he does not become a Proſelyte 


ta the Vitriarian Syſtem, I will give up the Doc- - 


trine, or he muſt ſoon the Grhoſt. In a word, Eat- 


ing carries with it ſuch irrefragable Arguments, that - 
few, very few, can indeed reſiſt, It has made its 


Way more, or leſs, at all Times and in moſt Coun- 


tries, from the Arctic Circle to the South Pole 
It, has been adopted by moſt Societies, under moſt 


Reigns, and even the greateſt Tyrants have not 
been able to baniſh it from their Realms, except 


in Time of Famine—lIt has been introduced into 


moſt Societies—is a fundamental Rule (though no 


Secret) among the Maſons ; and even the barefoot- 
ed Capuchins and Cordeliers have not been able to 
explode it. But it never flouriſhes with ſo much 
Splendor as in a Land of Liberty—England, we 
greet thee as. the imperial Seat of good Eating and 
public Scandal !—In theſe what Spot, what. Clime 
can equal thee? 


It is, doubtleſs, to theſe Two peculiar Privi- - 


leges, inherent in Engliſhmen, that we may. attri- 


bute all our Glory, all our Succeſs in the late War: 


For had not the Liberty of the Preſs ſo effeQually 


ſhot t 
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ſhot and removed the Byng:ian Party, and had not 
our Beef and Pudding added ſo effectual a Weight 
(not of Metal, but) of Corpulence to, a nd fo com- 
pletely invigorated the Navigators of our floating 

atteries, we might, under the baneful Influence of 
Soup-meagre (if ſuch had been our Lot) have puſil- 
lanimouſly yielded the Sovereign'y of the main to the 
Gallic Flag. 

To conſider Eating in a phyfical Light, we muſt 
certainly believe that our Bodies muſt be nouriſh- 
ed proportionably to the Nutriment afforded it; 
that the Qualities of our Diet muſt be communica- 
ted to the Blood ; and that by a regular Circulation 
it muſt, in due Courſe of Time diſpenſe its Quali- 
ties to the other Juices, thence to the Solids : So 
that in a certain Series of Time our whole Bodies 
mult be ſtrictly analogous to the Food we receive. 
Upon this Principle then every ene who pays a proper 
Attention to his immediate and perſoni| Welfare, 
will, doubtleſs, conſiſer goed Eating as the molt eſ- 
ſential Objects of our Lives, as the moſt important 
Subject of our Meditations. To illuſtrate this ſtill 
farther, it requires but little Application to the ani- 
mal World to obſerve they thiive and flouriſh in 
Proportion to the Goodneſs and Qualities of their 
Food : So in human Life we ſeldom or never ſee 
Poverty and Diſtreſs attended with roſeate Health, 
chearful Looks, and blooming Air—Nay, the Poor 
and Needy conſtantly indicate, by the Coarſeneſs of 
their Skins, the Indelicacy of their Perſons, and the 
Noxiouſnefs of their Effluvia, the nauſeous Diet 
which juſt affords them Exiſtence—But look into 
the Ruelles of the delicate Females of Faſhion, who 
never touch aught but white Meats, and the Nice- 
ties of Nature ; obſerve the Beauty of their Com- 
plexions, the Softneſs of their Skins, the Odour of 


their Breaths, and you would jmagine them — 
. cher 
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ther Species of Beings ; at leaſt that the firſt were 
Earthen Ware, and theſe the genuine Afatic 
Porcelaine. 

Our worthy Citizens of London, with great Pro- 
priety as the Governors of the Metropolis, take pe- 
culiar Care, on ail Occaſions, to demonſtrate their 
Sentiments upon this noble, this patriotic Subject: 
I mean good Fating. They. ſtand forth ſtriking - 
Examples to al minor Corporations, who, as Bodies 
Politic as well as Corporate, ſhould be peculiarly te- 
nacious of this great and fundamental Privilege 
(which certainly was intended to be comprized in 
Magna Charta) leſt any wicked Miniſter might, by 
Scattiſb or other Inffuence, extracting his ceconomi- 
cal and parſimonious Notions from the famiſhed 
Borean Mountains, endeavour to circumſcribe this 
great, this national Prerogative ®. But as it cannot 
be ſuppoſed many of the diſtant Boroughs in the 
Weſt and North of England can be ſo well acquain- 
ted with the Rules and Principles of good Eating, in 
all its extenſive Branches, and as ſo many Volumes 
are neceſſary to be overhawled for extracting the 
Quinteſſence of Weſtphalia Hams, or turtellizing 
Calves- Heads, cum multis aliis, &c.—Having for 
upwards of Twenty Years, practiſed the noble and 
almoſt royal Science of Toad eating, I have ſelected 
and compiled a regular Syſtem, which will be ob 
infinite Service to initiate all Novices into the Art, 
Myſtery, and Calling of good Eating; which I ſhall 
ſhortly publiſh in Folio, with Plates of all ſuch exo- 
tic Diſhes as have been imported ſince the Revolu- 


S_—— . — 


* We are ſorry to find the Doctor's want of 
Prudence fo early demonſtrate itſelf, notwithſtand- 


ing the Aſſurances he had ſo lately given his 
Lordſhip. 


tion. 
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tion, That an Idea of my general Plan may be 
formed, I ſhall here ſet down the Heads of ſome 
of the principal Chapters; and as I doubt not ſoon 
to obtain ſome thouſand Subſcribers, the work will 
be fent to Preſs, and publifhed with all convenient 
Speed, 


CRY TS; 


Good Eating a complex Idea of mixed Modes, 
de tine according to Mr. Locke. 


3 $ Þ e080 


Rules for ſaying Grace at a City Feaſt—tucking 
in the Napkin, lying in Ambuſh for Veniſon Fat, 
the procuring of warm Plates, and ſecuring Currant 
Jelly. By an eminent Hand, 


CHAP. Il, 


The cheapeſt and moſt expeditious Methad of 
fattening an Alderman fit to take the Chair— 
Founded upon Monfieur Cechon's Syſtem of fatten- 
ing Turkeys in Coops— Shewing the Utility of 
cramming with Forcemeat. | 


CHAP. IV. 


A fhort Diſſertation upon bolting Cuſtard upon 
Emergency, and the ſafeſt Way of Digeſtion. 


CHAP. V. 


A ſpecific Preſervative againſt Apoplexies. Ve- 


ry neceſſary to be taken by all Members of Corpo- 
| rations 
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rations before Dinner. This is the genuine Tince 
ture of Sage-Valerian, diſcovered by the learned and 
renowned Doctor Johannes Montano, A. B. C. D. E. 
F. G. H. I K. L. M. N. O. P. Q. R. S. (Anglice) 
Member of all Societies and Academies in Europe, 
Aſia, Africa and America, and Phyſician in Ordina- 
ry to the Emperor of Abyſſinia. : 


CEHEAF. TL 


A new Syſtem of devouring Turtle in all its va- 
rious Forms; from the original Manuſcript of 7 
Cayenne, Eſq; the Creolian, who firlt introd this 
| a Addition to Engliſh Luxury into this King- 

om. þ 


CHAP, VII. 


A certain Rule for preventing Indigeſtion, and re- 
covering of loſt Appetite. The moſt efficacious 
Method of taking Whets ; and a ſmall Comment 
upon the Utility of Clyſters, By a Common 
Council-man of the City of Landon. 


APPE N- 
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APPENDIX. 


The whole Art of Toad- eating, made eaſy to the 
meaneſt Capacity. Containing the propereſt 
Means of Introduction to great Tables, the eſſenti- 
al Precautions to be obſerved there; the Neceſſity 
of Complaiſance, Forbearanee, Patience, Conceſſi- 
on. Rules for Smiling, Laughing, and Approba- 
tion; with the proper Behaviour to Servants, &c. 

To which are ſubjoined, ſome excellent and 
practical Obſervations upon a Jaunt to Blactwall to 
eat White Beat, and a Trip to Frankfort upon the 
Oder to taſte Sour Crout in its genuine Perfection. 
Selected from the original MSS. of Sir John Guz- 
zle, Mynheer Van Draken Snuken, the celebrated 
walking Webb of itinerant Memory, and other great 
Authorities. 
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